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Collections Online: Scaling Up Digitization of Special Collections

 No item level access
 Database driven; uses EAD 

finding aid data as 
sole source of metadata

 Flexible interface design
 Primarily grayscale, 300 dpi
 Easy to operate equipment
 Networked digital file 

storage and mgmt
 Automated, web-based 

workflow, notifications
 Effective and efficient 

integration of existing 
descriptive practices



Overview: The  EAD “Engine”



Database Tables



Tbls Container and Image 





<c01 level="series">
<did><unitid>Series 1: </unitid><unittitle>Biographical Material, <unitdate>1928-1954, undated 
</unitdate></unittitle>
<physdesc>(Box 1; 8 folders)</physdesc></did>
<scopecontent> 
<p>Biographical Material includes various address lists and business cards kept by Calder, his passport, 
notes, a catalog with handwritten prices, and other writings.  Also found are a French tax document 
and other ephemera.</p> 
</scopecontent>

<c02><did>
<container type="box">1</container>
<container type="folder">1</container>
<unittitle>Address Lists, <unitdate>undated</unitdate></unittitle>
<physdesc></physdesc>
</did></c02>

<c02><did>
<container type="box">1</container>
<container type="folder">2</container>
<unittitle>Annotated Catalog with Prices, <unitdate>1929</unitdate></unittitle>
<physdesc></physdesc>
</did></c02>

Sample XML  Encoding for Collection to be Scanned



Collection Online Home Page: 
Data derived from EAD finding aid









More About This Collection = Entire 
Finding Aid 



Equipment and Scanning Details



Microfilming  with Zeutschel microfilm camera, 
2002

Scanning with Zeutschel 10000AI  Scanner, 
2005

50+ Years of Microfilming Supports 
Large-Scale Digitization 





Findings/next steps
 Collections Online has increased no. of visits to 

the Archives’ website and is the most popular link 
from the homepage

 Digitization funding is supporting processing and 
creation and management of finding aids

 Out-sourcing and/or scan on demand digitization 
is possible

 Flexible programming provides web 2.0 potential
 Requires web development team, new skills, 

Usability studies
 Standards based approach can lead to open-

source development (Archivists Toolkit)



For more information
 Karen Weiss – weissk@si.edu

 Barbara Aikens – aikensb@si.edu

 AAA website:  http://www.aaa.si.edu

 Collections Online: 
http://www.aaa.si.edu/collectionsonline
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