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Abstract: From 2005-2008, the Florida Center for Library Automation (FCLA) was awarded funds
through the Institute of Museum and Library Services' (IMLS) Library Services and Technology Act
to encourage, through training and consulting, the creation and sharing of encoded electronic
inventories of collections in cultural heritage repositories such as libraries, archives, museums,
historical societies and government agencies throughout the state of Florida. The goals of this project
have been to raise the general level of technical expertise among archivists in the state, to promote
the use of Encoded Archival Description (EAD) and Describing Archives: A Content Standard
(DACYS) in Florida, and to increase archival information sharing in the state by encouraging Florida's
cultural heritage institutions to contribute EAD finding aids to the statewide database hosted by
FCLA, Archives Florida. Opening Archives in Florida has successfully fostered collaboration
between state agencies and several public and private repositories, and has made significant
contributions to the establishment of statewide best practices for archival description. This poster
will present an overview of Opening Archives in Florida, presenting evaluation methods, data and
outcomes related to three years of outreach and education dedicated to promoting best practices and
standards for creating and sharing encoded archival descriptions in Florida.
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