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Abstract: In 2008 Gale Group Incorporated approached the Walter P. Reuther Library of Labor and 
Urban Affairs with a collaborative project to microfilm the United Farm Workers’ archival 
collections. Gale requested permission to microfilm three collections: National Farm Workers 
Association (NFWA), Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee (AWOC), and the United Farm 
Workers: Papers of the Office of the President. These three collections provide the most 
comprehensive history of migrant farm workers’ organizing efforts in the United States.  Under the 
contract designed by Gale Group, the collections would be prepared for scanning by archivists at the 
Reuther Library. An outside agency, paid by Gale Group, would then microfilm the collections. 
Finally, Gale Group employees would bring together the microfilm, the Reuther finding aids, and a 
spreadsheet into a prepackaged microfilm product designed to sell to libraries and educational 
institutions.   At the completion of the project the Reuther Library will receive a complete set of the 
microfilm and may utilize up to 65% of the microfilmed content on the repository’s website. The 
United Farm Workers, the record donors of these collections, will also receive a portion of each sale 
of the microfilm collection. This is a wonderful example of archives, corporations, and donors 
coming together to help preserve history and provide greater access to archival collections. 
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