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Abstract: In the Spring of 2009, | analyzed a corpus of documents related to the 2007 “Troopergate”
scandal in New York State. The documents were gathered by the Albany County District Attorney’s
Office during a the investigation of Darren Dopp, Governor Eliot L. Spitzer’s Director of
Communications, to determine if he had perjured himself or committed other crimes during a 2007
inquiry into the “Troopergate” case. The records consist of email, deposition transcripts, travel logs,
and faxes printed, redacted, and scanned by a vendor and made available to the public in the Fall of
2008. The documents are publicly available, not under copyright and contain no legally sensitive
material. Using text indexing software (the Lemur Toolkit) and social network analysis techniques
(and UClnet software), | analyzed 8,562 archival documents in the series.

My research fulfills three goals. First, | demonstrate improved access methods to digital archival
documents through sophisticated indexing as compared to the simple posting lists created by native
PDF searching. Second, I use archival documents to create visualizations of relationships over time
between important actors in the “Troopergate” scandal including Eliot Spitzer, Joseph Bruno, Darren
Dopp and other Executive Chamber staffers. Third, this project employs methods of document
analysis that can be applied to digital records for use in archival appraisal, description, arrangement,
and use. Although my research was conducted using scanned images of documents, all of the
techniques I used can be applied to born-digital documents in future investigations of description and
use of born-digital archival materials.
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