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Abstract: The public administration literature uses the term “governance” for the exercise of
authority and control, in order to advance goals of the state. In contrast to “government,” which
suggests established structures, governance is a continually evolving and interactive set of processes.
The governance concept has spawned many associated terms within both the public and private
sectors, including corporate governance, information technology (IT) governance, and data
governance. Effective governance requires an understanding of stakeholder needs, existing policies,
social norms, individual behaviors, incentive structures and characteristics of potential
implementation mechanisms.
We will make the case for “digital curation governance” as an increasingly important arena of
activity with associated requirements for professional education and engagement: ensuring the
quality, integrity, discovery, access, and meaningful use of digital collections over time. Digital
curation governance is a shared responsibility that requires extensive communication, collaboration
and mutual learning. Those advancing the cause of digital curation governance must have skills and
competencies to navigate the policy arena, manage projects, mobilize stakeholders and dig into the
bits of digital collections.
We will elaborate the concept of digital curation governance within the context of public
information, drawing from a review of the literature and interviews with a panel of experts in a
project called Educating Stewards of Public Information for the 21st Century (ESOPI-21), which is
funded by the Institute for Museum and Library Services. ESOPI-21 is a joint effort of the School of
Information and Library Science and School of Government at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill.
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