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Inheritance is especially important for finding aid publication platforms
based on single-level views of the collection. In applications such as
PLEADE and ICA-AtoM, a single component is viewed at a time,
together with contextual pointers to the patron's relative position in the
hierarchical description. But these systems have not taken full
advantage of inherited data, leaving users with truncated descriptions.

Archival description standards require that information
provided at higher levels of hierarchical descriptions not
be repeated at lower levels. These descriptive elements
are assumed to be inherited by subordinate units in multi-
level finding aids.

Creating descriptions that enable inheritance also
Improves reuse of finding aid metadata. Elements from
superior hierarchical components may be incorporated in
the descriptions of subordinate components, resulting in
richer derivative records.

In most document-centric display systems inheritance is
implicit, relying on the user to interpret and contextualize
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materials, while providing a human-readable tool for

patrons accessing the material. Although problems may
occur (as above), most users will interpret the document

correctly.

However, in a computer-processable environment, explicit

data is required. Implied, contextual descriptions do not
provide adequate data to enable other uses of the
metadata recorded in the finding aid.
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Data in archival descriptions must be provided explicitly to
enable inheritance, and for the creation of derivative
records. Following descriptive practices that enable the
creation of such records will result in clearer descriptions
and greater opportunities for the creative reuse of our

metadata.




