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Abstract: For any electronic records initiative, the ability to scale is a critical part of the decision and
an integral issue that must be understood so that your program does not hit unforeseen barriers. How
do you know where the maximums or limits are in the speed at which you can ingest files, the
number of files you will be able to handle, the impact of the size of the files and resulting
performance results you will see over time. Many digital preservation projects lay claim to the
ability to scale but have they undergone actual testing and to what levels?
By focusing on several attributes of a digital preservation system including loading, delivery, staff
searches and process automation, this project tested how Rosetta, a permanent access and
preservation solution, handles these attributes when scaling to hundreds of millions of files. In this
presentation, the results of the recent scalability test will be outlined including expectations,
assumptions and the results.
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