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Abstract: This presentation is based on my master’s thesis, “Athenian Archival System,” which 

focuses on Anagrapheus and Demosion at the time of Democratic Athens’ decline. Anagrapheus is a 

recorder or a registrar, while Demosion indicates what belongs to Demos, “the citizens.”  After a 

survey of previous studies, historical inscriptions, classical texts, and archaeological reports, I draw 

conclusions about the establishment of Metroon, the central archives of Athens. 

 

After a crisis of democracy in 411 B.C., the Boule, the 500-member, lottery-chosen governing 

council of Athens, appointed an Anagrapheus to examine and revise the laws and decrees of the state. 

The Anagrapheus was supposed to do the survey and collect materials from both inside and outside 

of the Bouleuterion, the Boule’s building, which brought about a need for more space. As a result, a 

new building was constructed for the assembly in the last decade of the fifth century B.C. The old 

building remained as office space, where legislative and administrative records of Athenians were 

kept, and for the first time made available to the citizens for consultation. At first called Demosion, 

the building became a place of worship for the Mother Goddess, guardian of the polis governance 

and protector of record authenticity. Eventually the building was re-named Metroon.  

 

My thesis also examines the functions of the Boule in relation to the holdings of Metroon, and 

discusses public inscriptions in Athenian records management. 
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