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Abstract: In 1969, the Michigan State University Board of Trustees established the University 

Archives & Historical Collections with a mandate to collect and preserve the historical records of 

the university. This mandate extends to critical institutional records now created solely in digital 

form. But as with other archival repositories, the MSU Archives faced a lack of technical 

resources and the challenge of re-thinking archival workflow in a digital world. In 2009, NHPRC 

funded the Spartan Archive project to develop policies and procedures to appraise, ingest, 

process, describe and preserve institutional electronic records. 

 

During the course of the project, the MSU Archives will build a permanent electronic archive and 

design a public interface to access the archived digital records. The project will focus on three 

large electronic record series produced by the Registrar’s Office: the catalog of Academic 

Programs, the Description of Courses offered each semester, and the annual Student Directory. 

The Spartan Archive will be based on traditional archival principles in combination with the 

Open Archival Information System (OAIS) reference model for long-term digital preservation 

and access. For data management, the Integrated Rules-Oriented Data System (iRODS) 

distributed data grid system will be utilized. The MSU Archives will collaborate with our 

designated communities; including faculty and staff from MSU’s administrative and academic 

units, current undergraduate and graduate students, and alumni, throughout the project. Progress 

will be shared with archivists at the Big Ten universities through the Committee on Institutional 

Cooperation’s (CIC) University Archives Group (UAG). On project completion, the new 

preservation environment will be extended to include other electronic records of enduring 

historical value to MSU. This poster illustrates the project plan and expected outcomes for the 

three-year Spartan Archive project. 
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