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Agenda Item V.H. 
 

Society of American Archivists 
Council Conference Call 

January 20, 2016 
2:00-4:00 pm EST 

 
 Host Committee 2015 Annual Report 

(Prepared by: Co-chair Janet Carleton and Co-chair Jennie Thomas) 

 
 
Society of American Archivists Annual Meeting 
Cleveland, Ohio 
August 16–22, 2015 

 
Members: Leslie Cade, Cleveland Museum of Art; Janet Carleton (co-chair), Ohio 
University; Jillian Carney, Ohio History Connection; Ron Davidson, Sandusky Library; 
Jeremy Feador, Cleveland Indians; Nicole Laflamme, The J M Smucker Company; Rita 
Knight-Gray (retired); Angela Manella; Lisa Rickey, Wright State University; Anne 
Salsich, Oberlin College; Jill Tatem, Case Western Reserve University; Jennie Thomas 
(co-chair), Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum; Judy Wiener, The Ohio State 
University 

 
Blog:    https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/ 

 
The 2015 annual meeting of the Society of American Archivists welcomed nearly 1,800 
registrants from all over the US and around the globe to Cleveland during the third week of 
August. The meeting was held in the Cleveland Convention Center – a first for SAA. Previous 
meetings had always been centered in a single hotel. Blessed by great weather, attendees 
traveled between the 3 official conference hotels and the convention center, happily visiting 
local restaurants and cultural institutions along the way and on side jaunts. 

 
Reports 

 
- Blog: More than 9,600 total views in all, with more than 4,600 in August. Eighty-seven 

posts created with most popular category of posts being the CLE Animal Protective 
League fundraiser and food. We have exported the blog as XML and will submit it 
with this report to the microsite. We heard from numerous people about the difficulty 
of locating the blog on the SAA website. 

o Recommendation: Integrate the blog into the SAA website rather than having a 
separate site 

- Service projects: The online fundraiser for CLE Animal Protective League by Caryn 
Radick and Kate Theimer brought in more than $3,000 in donations plus a box and 
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bag of necessary items and a $1,500 cage. The Shoes and Coats for Kids (SC4K) 
group organized by HC-member Nicole Laflamme consisted of nine volunteers 
packing 40 boxes, and two boxes of items donated on site at the convention center. 

o Recommendation: Do something online in the future rather than physical labor; 
people still didn’t know about the service projects once they were here. 
Generally, if people come in early it's because they are attending a meeting or 
preconference, not to participate in a service project. 

- Tours: Visitors took wide advantage of the nearly 20 repositories that opened their doors 
to SAA attendees. We have reports of 432 SAA visitors, plus more than 200 took 
advantage of self- guided tours at the Cleveland Public Library. Even the Kent State and 
Oberlin tours, both about an hour from downtown Cleveland, had good attendance. 
Spreadsheet attached. 

- Volunteers: Non-HC volunteers who worked the entrance, registration desk, and pop-up table 
were: Mark Bloom, University of Akron; Jennifer Brancato, University of Dayton; Stephanie 
Bricking, Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County; Carol Jacobs (retired); Sarah 
Lund-Goldstein, CorpArchivists; Lonna McKinley, National Museum of the United States Air 
Force; Cate Putirskis and Kristin Rodgers, The Ohio State University; Ashley Skwiera (intern, 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum), Oberlin College; and Lisa Smilnak, Cleveland 
State University. 

o Recommendation: Discount for annual meeting attendance of Host Committee 
members with the argument that if they are working the desk rather than 
attending sessions/meetings they are not getting the full benefit of their meeting 
registration, and thus deserve a discount. We understand that SAA is a volunteer 
organization and many people work hard as volunteers across the organization, 
but this is different in that the Host Committee members who have paid to attend 
cannot get all the benefits. (HC folks don’t mind the hard work leading up to the 
conference at all!) 

 
 
Other Recommendations: 

 
Organizational 

 
- A closer relationship/liaison with the Program Committee (PC), especially for having 

a feel for the area so the PC is more comfortable with the location. This will also be a 
benefit when coordinating things like Pop-up table coverage. This year the PC had no 
one on the committee even from Ohio. 

 
- More clarity in what was an actionable expense for the committee. 

 
- A time table for all information/work required from the Host Committee from the 

outset. On site 
 

- Wifi signage - Folks needed to have the login information in order to get into sched.org. 
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- Maps, of the building and the area. 
 
- iPads on stands running the app. Those who had problems with the wifi, were low 

 tech, or were in a hurry were at a significant disadvantage for up-to-date 
 information and were heavily reliant on the registration desk to answer questions. 

 
- Coffee available all the time! KNOW WHERE ALL THE COFFEE IS. 

 
- FAQ pulled together in advance, and enhanced as the week goes on, to help 

 answer quick-and-dirty questions. 
 

- Separate Information Desk from registration so the registration line doesn’t get 
 hung up with folks needing directions, room numbers, restaurant information, etc. 

 

Thanks to... 
 

- We are very grateful for the hospitality shown by the volunteers from the Ohio cultural 
heritage community and the local institutions and their staff who opened their doors for 
tours and open houses. 

 
- Matt Black for creating art for the blog, resulting in a unified visual experience. 

 
- Nancy Beaumont for hosting our phone meetings. 

 
- SAA staff for making our time on the registration desk as painless as possible and 

supplying us with refreshments to keep us going! 
 

- Cleveland Archival Roundtable for nominating the 2015 Host Committee for an Ohio 
Historical Records Advisory Board Archives Achievement Award. 

 
 
 
Attachments: 

 
‐ Tour attendance 
‐ Blog stats and top posts 

 



tour city area
tour or open 
house day # notes

ACLU of Ohio Cleveland downtown, near tour Wed 12
Case Western Reserve University, Dittrick Medical History 
Center Cleveland University Circle open house Tues 4

Case Western Reserve University, Kelvin Smith Library/Archives Cleveland University Circle open house Tues 15
Catholic Diocese of Cleveland Cleveland downtown tour Wed 26
Cleveland Botanical Garden Cleveland University Circle tour Tues 9
Cleveland City Council Archives Cleveland downtown open house Wed 15

Cleveland Museum of Art Cleveland University Circle open house Tues 42
Cleveland Museum of Natural History Cleveland University Circle tour Tues 30
Cleveland Orchestra Cleveland University Circle tour Tues 12
Cleveland Print Room Cleveland downtown open house Wed 15

Cleveland Public Library Cleveland downtown tour Wed 57
plus 200 self‐
guided

Cleveland State University Special Collections Cleveland downtown tour Wed 40
Cuyahoga County Archives  Cleveland Near West Side open house Wed 1
Intermuseum Conservation Association Cleveland Near West Side tour Wed 16
Kent State University Special Collections Kent NE Ohio tour Tues 8
Morgan Papermaking Conservatory & Ed Foundation Cleveland downtown, near open house Wed 12
Oberlin College Oberlin NE Ohio tour Wed 18
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Library and Archives Cleveland Near West Side tour Wed 90
Western Reserve Historical Society Cleveland University Circle tour Tues 10

432
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« Return to Stats

Top Posts for all days ending 2015-09-10 (Summarized)

7 Days | 30 Days | Quarter | Year | All time

All Time

Title Views

Home page / Archives 5,684

Food 407

Essential Info 319

Your Archival Pet Photos can Help Cleveland Animals 268

Time to Vote for your Favorite Dogs & Cats from the Archives! 182

Attractions 156

Tours 154

About 153

Lodging 138

Transportation 136

Meeting Spaces 116

AV Archives Night: Loft Party Edition 115

Service Projects 103

Happy Hour in Cleveland 65

Weather Forecast 51

Join us for a Downtown Cleveland Bike Tour on Aug. 18 47

Cleveland’s James Beard Winners and Top Chefs 47

Getting Your Craft on in the CLE 44

How to Get Here: Planes, Trains, & Automobiles 44

SC4K Packing Project 43

“Beer Is Proof that God Loves Us and Wants Us to Be Happy” 42

KaraoCLE 38

Help

Tip: Get more readers by upgrading your current web address,
saa2015cle.wordpress.com, to a custom domain name like saa2015cle.com.

A custom domain name makes your site easier for people to find, makes it
look more professional, and it lets you personalize your site with its own,
unique web address.

Register saa2015cle.com for only $18 per year.
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Home

Comments I’ve Made

Site Stats

My Blogs

Blogs I Follow

Akismet Stats

Omnisearch

https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&blog=82514165
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&blog=82514165&view=postviews&summarize&numdays=7
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&blog=82514165&view=postviews&summarize&numdays=30
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&blog=82514165&view=postviews&summarize&numdays=90
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&blog=82514165&view=postviews&summarize&numdays=365
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&blog=82514165&view=postviews&summarize&numdays=-1
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=0&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/food-2/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=39&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/essential-info/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=51&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/07/14/your-archival-pet-photos-can-help-cleveland-animals/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=497&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/07/29/time-to-vote-for-your-favorite-dogs-cats-from-the-archives/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=635&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/attractions/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=37&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/tours/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=43&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/about/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=1&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/lodging/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=41&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/transportation/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=45&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/meeting-spaces/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=49&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/08/06/av-archives-night-loft-party-edition/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=706&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/service-project/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=47&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/08/09/happy-hour-in-cleveland/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=726&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/08/14/weather-forecast/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=780&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/07/26/join-us-for-the-downtown-cleveland-bike-tour/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=575&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/07/11/clevelands-james-beard-winners-and-top-chefs/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=240&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/07/17/getting-your-craft-on-in-the-cle/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=401&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/07/09/how-to-get-here-planes-trains-automobiles/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=359&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/service-project/sc4k-packing-project/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=208&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/07/18/beer-is-proof-that-god-loves-us-and-wants-us-to-be-happy/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=262&blog=82514165
http://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/2015/08/05/karaocle/
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats&view=post&post=664&blog=82514165
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/paid-upgrades.php?page=domains&newdomain=saa2015cle.com&action=enterdomain&ref=tip
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/
javascript:void(0)
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/paid-upgrades.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/upload.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/link-manager.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=page
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=jetpack-portfolio
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit-comments.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/admin.php?page=polls
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/themes.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/users.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/tools.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/options-general.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=my-comments
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=stats
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=my-blogs
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=subscriptions
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=akismet-stats
https://saa2015cle.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=omnisearch
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Average per Day

Recent Weeks

About the math

If you try to verify our computations using the numbers in these tables you might get different results. The logic is explained
here.

An average is the sum of views divided by the number of days.

We exclude days prior to the first recorded view and future days.

Today (Sep 10) is excluded from averages because it isn't over yet.

Yearly averages are computed from sums, not an average of monthly averages.

Averages are rounded to the nearest integer for display.

Help

Tip: Get more readers by upgrading your current web address, saa2015cle.wordpress.com, to a custom domain name
like saa2015cle.com.

A custom domain name makes your site easier for people to find, makes it look more professional, and it lets you
personalize your site with its own, unique web address.

Register saa2015cle.com for only $18 per year.



Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

2015 124 92 857 538 432 651 2,329 4,536 98 9,657

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Overall

2015 5 3 28 18 14 22 75 146 11 39

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Total Average Change

Aug 3

56

Aug 4

171

Aug 5

97

Aug 6

114

Aug 7

93

Aug 8

23

Aug 9

102 656 94

Aug 10

216

Aug 11

196

Aug 12

251

Aug 13

250

Aug 14

356

Aug 15

188

Aug 16

290 1,747 250 +166.31%

Aug 17

567

Aug 18

583

Aug 19

410

Aug 20

184

Aug 21

61

Aug 22

79

Aug 23

46 1,930 276 +10.48%

Aug 24

37

Aug 25

22

Aug 26

16

Aug 27

15

Aug 28

8

Aug 29

11

Aug 30

7 116 17 -93.99%

Aug 31

20

Sep 1

13

Sep 2

9

Sep 3

16

Sep 4

10

Sep 5

7

Sep 6

9 84 12 -27.59%

Sep 7

14

Sep 8

13

Sep 9

7

Sep 10

0 34 11 -5.56%
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Percent change is computed from weekly averages before they are rounded.
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