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Puerto Rican activists and student protests paved the way to the creation 
of 17 Puerto Rican Studies departments and 155 courses by 1973.



Center for Puerto Rican Studies is the 
nation’s leading university-based research 
institute devoted to the study of the Puerto 
Rican experience in the United States.  It is 

located at Hunter College, CUNY.

The Research Unit is responsible for 
producing, facilitating, and disseminating 

interdisciplinary research about the 
diasporic experiences of Puerto Ricans and 
to link this scholarly inquiry to social action 

and policy debates. 
www.centropr.org

Frank Bonilla, founding first
Centro Director, 1973-1993.

http://www.centropr.org/�


Early Puerto Rican Migrants 
”Pioneros” 1983

Women in the Garment Industry
1984



The Library collects from all areas of Puerto Rican Studies and in all 
formats. The collection is particularly strong in the areas of migration 
and the diasporic experience.



The Jesús Colón Papers, the first collection 
donated to Centro, is a significant contribution 
to the study of Puerto Rican history and 
especially to the reconstruction of Puerto Rican 
community history in New York.



This is the second collection donated to 
Centro.  It consists of 6,000 photographs 
and 10,000 negatives dating from 1950-
1960’s.



“… to collect, preserve and provide access to archival and library resources 
documenting the history and culture of Puerto Ricans.



240 Collections

The Archives’ strengths 
are principally in the 
area of social history, 

although there are also 
important holdings in 

culture and the arts. 

40,000 Photographs
15,000 Negatives



Although most of the archival collections document Puerto Ricans in New York 
City, there are collections about the migration to Hawaii, California and 
other Northeast region states.



5000 cubic feet of documents

TOTAL: 2,000 sq ft

PUERTO RICANS COMMUNITIES IN: 
California, Connecticut (Hartford), 
Delaware (Dover), Florida (Miami), 
Hawaii, Illinois (Chicago), 
Massachusetts (Boston), New Jersey 
(Camden and Keyport), New York 
(Buffalo, Middletown, Newburgh, 
NYC, Riverhead and Rochester), Ohio 
(Cleveland), Pennsylvania 
(Hamburg and Philadelphia), 
Puerto Rico

SPAN DATES: 1713-2007

BULK DATES: 1930-1990’s



Lillian López
Librarian

Eddie Mercado
Public Official

Lourdes Torres
Community Activist

Diana Caballero
Educator

Petra Santiago
Community Organizer

Luis O Reyes
Educator

Joseph Monserrat
Public Official

Frank Torres
Elected Official

Judge

Felipe N. Torres
Elected Official

Judge

Petra Allende
Community 

Activist

Kathie Andrade
Labor Leader

Julia Jorge
Labor Leader

Robert García
Elected Official

Alice Cardona
Community 

Organizer

Manuel T.  Sanchez
Minister



Helen Rodríguez Trías, 
awarded  the Presidential 
Citizens Medals in 2001

Antonia Pantoja, awarded 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom in 1996



The Records of the Puerto Rican Legal 
Defense and Education Funds (PRLDEF), 1973-1993

Sonia Sotomayor
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2,000 Art and Political Posters, Drawings, other materials





1987  Achievement in Promoting Library by  the Northeast Chapter of Reforma
1994 Program Excellence in an Historical Record Repository by  NYSA
2002 Debra E. Bernhardt Excellence in Documenting New York’s History by NYSA









2001 2010













http://www.centropr.org/prwriters/
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http://depthome.brooklyn.cuny.edu/latinashistory/latinashistory.html

http://depthome.brooklyn.cuny.edu/latinashistory/latinashistory.html�


http://www.archives.nysed.gov/projects/
escuela/index.shtml

http://www.archives.nysed.gov/projects/escuela/index.shtml�
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New York State Archives, Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueños,
Cornell University, Dominican Studies Institute,  Hoftra University,

Hostos Community College, New York City Department for Records and 
Information, Onondaga Historical Society, Rochester Museum and Science Center

http://www.archives.nysed.gov/a/research/ventana/

http://www.archives.nysed.gov/a/research/ventana/�


Digital Collections > Photo Gallery > Search

http://iarchives.nysed.gov/PubImageWeb/searchServlet

http://www.archives.nysed.gov/d/index.shtml�
http://iarchives.nysed.gov/PubImageWeb/listImages.jsp?clear=yes�


Title: Photo - Jose A. Pacheco in a Rumbero outfit, 1947 
Brief Description: Jose "Cheo" Pacheco in rumbero outfit playing a 
conga drum, New York, NY, 1947. 
Date Original: 1947-11-18
Identifier: CEN_RC_B1F3_699 
Source: Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueños. Rudy Castilla
Photographic Collection. Box 1, Folder 3. 
Publisher: New York State Archives 
Contributor: Creator: Castilla, Rudy. 
Language: English 
Description:
Jose "Cheo" Pacheco in rumbero outfit playing a conga drum, New York, 
NY, 1947. Rumbero-style music by Puerto Rican and Cuban bands became 
popular with mainstream audiences in the 1940s.
Relation: IsFormatOf: Digital representation of an 8 x 10" black and white 
photograph. 
Rights: This image is provided for education and research purposes. 
Rights may be reserved. Responsibility for securing permissions to 
distribute, publish, reproduce or other use rest with the user. For 
additional information see our Copyright and Use Statement here. 
Location: New York (N.Y.) 
New York County (N.Y.) 
Time Period: 1940s 
Collections: Artes y Cultura
Colección de Fotografías de Rudy Castilla

http://www.archives.nysed.gov/a/images_video/images/about/about_copyright.shtml�
http://iarchives.nysed.gov/PubImageWeb/getCollectionImagesServlet?id=68446�
http://iarchives.nysed.gov/PubImageWeb/getCollectionImagesServlet?id=68514�




www.centropr.org

Reference:

Nélida Pérez, Two Reading Rooms and the Librarian’s Office: The Evolution of
the Centro Library and Archives.  Centro Journal of the Center for Puerto Rican 
Studies, Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueños, Hunter College, CUNY, volume XXI, 
number 2, Fall 2009.
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