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ELIOT ELISOFON, for whom
the archives is named, was
an internationally known
photographer and film-
maker whose enduring
visual record of African
life from 1947 to 1972 was
published in magazines
such as Life and the
National Geographic. As

a filmmaker, he worked

on film and television

projects including the

Eliot Elisofon photographing

Dogon blacksmith (detail)
Ogul du Haut village, Mali (1972), a four-part docu-
Photograph by Maya Bracher, 1971

EEPA EENG 10693

mentary on African arts
and cultures. Elisofon’s
association with the National Museum of African Art
began as a founding trustee in 1964. Upon his death
in 1973, Elisofon’s exten-
sive collection of African
materials—including over
50,000 black-and-white
negatives and photographs,
30,000 color slides and
120,000 feet of motion
picture film and sound
materials—was donated to
the museum. This bequest
became the foundation for
the Eliot Elisofon Photo-

graphic Archives.
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Archives collections EEPA 1995-0018-0002

Black African Heritage Series

contain more than 300,000 items, including historic
collections of glass plate negatives, cartes-de-visite,
lantern slides, stereographs, postcards, maps and
engravings. Special collections include late 19th- and
early 20th-century photographic albums with signifi-
cant anthropological and art historical research value.

The holdings are divided into two major categories:

art photographs, which include African
works of art from the collection of the
National Museum of African Art, and

field photographs, which depict art and

life in Africa. Q/+

The field photographs, consisting of more than
collections, contain images of African artists lﬁgcr—
ship, masquerades, architecture and natur. aq%scapcs
and reflect the work of both Westerny s indigenous
photographers. The most outstan @& field collection
is the work of photographer E lisofon, whose
images focus on the arts g@%ltures of West and
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Ancient city of Gondar, Ethiopia

Photograph by Dimitrios Kyriazis,

between 1950-74
EEPA 1999-051948
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Nuna peoples, Burkina Faso
Mid-20th century

Wood, pigment, metal
2005-6-47, gift of Walt Disney
World Co., a subsidiary of
Walt Disney Company

Central Africa. Other major
collections include: 3,000
black-and-white photo-
graphs of rural and urban
life in South Africa during
the 1930s and 1940s by
Constance Stuart Larrabee;
over 10,000 slides depicting
Yoruba art and culture by
Henry John Drewal and
Margaret Thompson Drewal;
and field slides and motion
picture films of the Igbo
peoples taken in Nigeria

by Simon Ottenberg.
Archives staff works with
art historians, anthropolo-
gists, photographers, film-
makers and other specialists
in acquiring and preserving

these visual resources.



v,

%
£

Wy

Smithsonian
National Museum of African Art

Eliot Elisofon Photographic Archives

Mgbom Village Njenje masquerade players
parading at Ndibe Village (detail)

Igbo peoples, Afikpo, Nigeria

Photograph by Simon Ottenberg, 1960
EEPA 2000-070477

The Great Mosque (detail)

Mopti, Mali

Photograph by Eliot Elisofon, 1972
EEPA EECL 16313

Kuba men weaving fiber mat (detail)
Mushenge, Congo (Democratic Republic)
Photograph by Eliot Elisofon, 1947
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King of Porto-Novo at the Government's
Hall (detail)

Dahomey (Republic of Benin)
Photographed by Edmond Fortier, c. 1908
Published by Collection générale Fortier,
Dakar

EEPA Postcard collection, F3042

Daughter of Bale of Keti showing facial
scarifications and tattoos (detail)
Yoruba peoples, Keti (Ohori), Nigeria
Photograph by Margaret Thompson
Drewal, 1973
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Ndebele woman

Near Pretoria, South Africa
Photograph by Constance Stuart
Larrabee, 1946

EEPA 1998-060464





