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The SAA Performing Arts 

Section encourages the 

exchange of information 

on historical and 

contemporary documenta-

tion of music, dance, 

theatre, motion pictures, 

and other performance 

media. 
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Hello PAR Section! 

 

Weõre looking forward to seeing many of you 

at SAAõs annual meeting in Portland, which is 

quickly approaching at the end of July.  Our 

section meeting will include a special presenta-

tion by Lyrasisõ Tom Clareson that will discuss 

issues associated with emergency prepared-

ness for performing arts organizations. 

Nathalie Proulx and Kate Crowe from the 

University of Denverõs Carson Brierly Giffin 

Dance Library will give a presentation on how 

their institution blends outreach, oral history, 

and collection development into their daily 

pubic engagement work (also check out their 

article on page 4!).  There will also be plenty 

of time for member updates as well as the 

regular report from PARõs SAA Council 

representative. 

 

For those who have become accustomed to 

the sectionõs special tours of performing arts 

collections and venues during each yearõs 

annual meeting, we regret that we have not 

been able finalize arrangements with the 

management of Portlandõs Center Stage 

Theatre this year.  The Armory where the 

theater resides is considered the òcrown 

jeweló of the cityõs Brewery Blocks redevelop-

ment project, and the Center Stage Theatreõs 

renovation has played a significant role in 

revitalizing the communityõs local and regional 

performing arts scene.  Every summer the 

theatre produces the JAW (Just Add W ater) 

Playwrights Festival, an òever-changing, crazy 

fun, wild worldó event that welcomes a 

handful of playwrights to the Portland commu-

nity to actively engage with theatrical arts.  

This summerõs programming happens to take 

place at the same time as the SAA meeting, 

and this is largely the reason why scheduling a 

special behind-the-scenes tour of the theatre 

has been problematic for the PCS staff.  

However, all of the JAW events are free and 

open to the general public, and the PCS staff 

invites all of our members to visit the theatre 

during their visit.  For more information on 

their wonderful programming, please visit 

[https://www.pcs.org/jaw].   

 

We hope you will also check out additional 

performing arts-related programs at this yearõs 

SAA annual meeting. There are many!  Scott 

Schwartz, PAR Co-chair, will be leading a 

panel session, òLiberation: A Hip Hop State of 

Place and Mind,ó with a live performance from 

Portland hip hop artists Neka and Kahlo.  PAR 

members are also behind the session 

òArchives Outreach Theater: A Vaudeville,ó 

which promises to mix performance and 

presentation in a very dramatic fashion.  Also, 

the Oregon Historical Society (OHS) will be 

free and open exclusively to SAA members on 

Thursday from 5 ð 9 p.m. (and free all day on 

Thursday for regular admission), when OHS 

library director Geoff Wexler will present a 

performance piece based on materials in OHS 

collections.  AV Archives night will also 

feature a musical performance by the all-

archivist rock band, Glass Plate Zero.  Finally, 

you wonõt want to miss the lightning talk on 

the Louisville Underground Music Archives 

Program, an interesting poster on moving 

music collections at the Library of Congress, 

and a panel discussion with information about 

musical instrument storage.  Check out all the 

performing arts-related sessions and posters in 

this issue!  

  

See you in Portland! 

Elizabeth Surles and Scott Schwartz 

Co-Chairs of the Performing Arts Section 

Opposite page: 

Society Hill 
Playhouse  
Street Theatre 

performance, 
1969 

https://www.pcs.org/jaw
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University of  Denver Dance 

Libraryõs òFestival Caravanó Project 
 

by Nathalie Proulx and Katherine Crowe 

P E R F O R M A N C E ! 

Founded in 1972, the Carson Brierly 

Giffin Dance Library (CBGDL) is a 

special collection in the University 

of Denverõs Special Collections and 

Archives, which focuses on the 

documentation and representation 

of dance in Colorado and the 

American West.  

 

Over the past several years, thanks 

to several generous estate gifts, the 

dance library has hired a full-time 

FROM THE FIELD  

Nathalie Proulx is the Archivist for the Carson Brierly Giffin Dance Library (CBGDL) housed at the 

�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���'�H�Q�Y�H�U�·�V���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���/�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V�����&�%�*�'�/���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���R�Q���G�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���S�H�U��
�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���D�U�W�V���L�Q���&�R�O�R�U�D�G�R���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���:�H�V�W�����1�D�W�K�D�O�L�H�·�V���Z�R�U�N���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���H�[�K�L�E�L�W��
and documentary on an aspect of dance in Colorado history. She began her work with CBGDL in 2015.  
 

As Curator of Special Collections and Archives at the University of Denver, Katherine Crowe is respon-
sible for the acquisition and curation of primary resource collections. This includes curation of the Carson 

Brierly Giffin Dance Library, an endowed special collection focusing on all forms of dance, with an em-
phasis on Colorado and the American West. As Curator of the CBGDL, she has worked with the board 

and a full-time dance archivist to build the special collections, create physical and online exhibits, and 
increase engagement with the dance community in Colorado and beyond.    


