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A Final Word

president’s message Frank Boles, Clarke Historical Library, Central Michigan University 
boles1fj@cmich.edu

What will be among the last published state-
ments of my presidency seems to call out 

for profound insight and gifted language. Some  
of my predecessors have written a parting column 
that admirably accomplished this task. My aim, 
however, is a bit different—simply to offer a few 
reflections about SAA and its members after hav-
ing seen it in as much detail as any volunteer can.

Let me start by simply observing that SAA is an 
amazing organization. Relatively small and relatively 
lean in budget compared to many other organiza-

tions, nevertheless it accom-
plishes an incredible array  
of successful activities.

The Society is a linch- 
pin of archival education, 
both for those newly enter-
ing the profession and those 
long familiar with archival 
ways. Because of the Society 
a steady stream of profes-
sional literature, commen-
tary, and educational oppor-
tunities is made available  
to the members, as well  
as to the public generally.  
That is an accomplishment 

that enriches us all and in which we can all take  
justifiable pride.

SAA serves a critical mission in the area of 
standards. Its ability to serve as a common ground 
for the meeting of minds is irreplaceable. Its role in 
consensus building is essential. In the end, our pro-
fessional practice is enriched because SAA gives us 
the opportunity to meet, speak, and agree upon stan-
dards and other professional criteria that require us 
to develop consensus. As with our educational activ-
ity and literature, this is an accomplishment in which 
we should take great pride.

The Society and its members have done much to 
change the face of our profession and the profiles of 
our collections to better reflect the faces that make 

up America. Most importantly, we as a profession 
have made the commitment to try, harder and often, 
to better reflect the people who live in America at 
the beginning of the twenty-first century. We need 
to continue to work to accomplish our goals, but we 
also need to reflect on where we have been, and 
what we have done, and to take pride in the journey 
we already have made.

Although the Society is officially a legally incor-
porated professional organization, it is really a social 
network supporting the hard work and good judg-
ment of archivists spread thinly across the nation. 
The Society is, occasionally, a needed shoulder to cry 
on among archivists who have suffered professional 
or personal tragedy, and it is a rallying point to aid 
those in need. We have raised money and volun-
teered time to help colleagues in need and we should 
take pride in those actions.

The Society’s volunteer structure makes it pos-
sible for our profession to accomplish great things. 
Individual archivists pour tremendous time and 
energy into the organization and, as a result, publica-
tions, education, standard setting, diversity, and col-
legiality grow among us in a way that brings rigor to 
our work and comfort to our souls.

You all have made possible what SAA does and 
you all, collectively, serve a mission that no other 
group of professionals in our nation fulfills. You 
are the history of our fathers, the wisdom of our 
mothers and, as Abraham Lincoln said in his First 
Inaugural Address, “the mystic chords of memory” 
that bind us as a nation and give to the diverse 
people of these United States a common context and 
a shared purpose. We are archivists, bound together 
through SAA, and we have much about which to  
be proud both in our organization and in ourselves. 

I will miss, very much, having the opportunity 
to hear regularly from you and, through SAA, to 
help you in achieving your goals. I can only repeat 
the sentiments of another Midwesterner who, on the 
radio, frequently says, “Be well, do good work, and 
keep in touch.” v

You all have made 
possible what SAA 

does and you all,  
collectively, serve  
a mission that no 

other group of  
professionals in  

our nation fulfills.
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This issue of Archival 
Outlook carries with 

it the 2009 American 
Archives Month Public 
Relations Kit and poster. 
Given SAA’s Illinois 
link, we were lean-
ing toward featuring 
Lincoln’s image in 
honor of his bicenten-
nial but were worried 
that Abe might be a bit 
“overexposed”—until 
we saw and fell in love 
with the striking Declan 
McCullagh photograph 
that graces the kit cover 
and the poster.

Doesn’t it make you 
want to “Celebrate the 
American Record”?

This year’s kit points to many 
more tools and ideas that 
reside at www.archivists.org/archives-
month and on the Council of State 
Archivists’ website at www.statearchi-
vists.org. Please take some time to 
view on those sites what your colleagues have done in 
celebration of Archives Week or Month in the past. A 
critical mass of PR tips, outreach ideas, and Archives 
Month participants seems to be forming….

New to this PR kit is a concept that came up during the 
SAA Council’s strategic planning session in February:  
Could we collect statistics to measure—nationwide— 
the “impact of archives”?  

State Archivist David Carmicheal describes in  
“Heritage Tourism Is a Peach in Georgia” (page 6)  
his real-world experience in surveying out-of-state  
visitors to the Georgia Archives and translating the 
survey results into a partnership with the state tourism 
agency. We’ve borrowed David’s survey questions to 
create the “Visitors2Archives” Survey that we’ll post  
at www.archivists.org/archivesmonth on August 3.

We’re under no illusion that a simple 
metric or two will enable us to calcu-

late the return 
on investment 
of archives. But 
what your survey 
responses may do 
is help us craft a 
BIG message for  
policymakers  
or public audi-
ences that 
serves as an ice-
breaker in our 
advocacy and 
public relations 
efforts. (In my 
former life with 
the American 
Physical Therapy 
Association, we 
surveyed mem-
bers to determine 
the number of 

patients they treated, on 
average, in a month or a 
year. Extrapolating that 
number, we were able 
to claim that “Physical 

therapists serve a million patients a day.” That’s an 
attention-getter!)

As Abe said, “If we could first know where we are,  
and whither we are tending, we could then better 
judge what to do, and how to do it.” Please do partici-
pate in the Visitors2Archives Survey (page 7 of the kit), 
in the Make an Impact! Contest (page 8 of the kit), and 
in American Archives Month in October. v

 

*       *       *

Speaking of celebrating: Please take a look at pages 
16–17 for SAA’s celebration of the contributors to the 
Special Funds in FY 2009. We are especially grateful  
to Linda Henry for her extraordinary gift to SAA. Linda 
loved her profession and her professional association, 
and her legacy will live on within SAA.

from the executive director Nancy P. Beaumont •  nbeaumont@archivists.org

The Impact of Archives
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Heritage Tourism Is a Peach in Georgia
DAVID CARMICHEAL, Director, Georgia State Archives 

“I    had driven for hours and hours and was completely out  
of my environment. My greeting was warm Southern  

hospitality at its best.” So wrote a visitor about her trip to  
the Georgia Archives in Morrow, just south of Atlanta. 

She went on to describe the work she had done, the dis-
coveries made. It was well worth the trip, she concluded. “An 
experience like that you can’t get by mail.” High gasoline pric-
es and economic downturn may have pushed more researchers 
to conduct their archival research by mail, but archives remain 
at the very heart of heritage tourism. 

In 2003, and again in 2005, the Georgia Archives used a 
simple survey of out-of-state visitors to demonstrate the value 
of archives as a tourist destination. Twelve simple questions 
told us when they visited, why they came, how long they 
stayed, and how much they spent while in Georgia (see box 
below). The snapshot provided evidence that the archives 
brings tourists into the state in numbers that are significant 
enough to warrant the attention of tourism officials. The  
survey produced at least three tangible results:

PrEss COVErAGE. So far as we know, only one journal-
ist picked up our press information about the survey, but his 
article was republished in newspapers statewide. The reporter 
discussed the unique advantages of in-person research and 
emphasized the out-of-state dollars that accrue to the state 
when tourists visit archives. 

sTATE TOUrisM ATTENTiON. Our simple survey helped 
to capture the attention of the state’s 

tourism agency. Tourism officials were aware that people will 
travel great distances to visit historic sites, but more than one 
said she had never thought of archives as a tourist destination. 
Our figures suggested that out-of-state visitors to the Georgia 
Archives alone add some $1 million to Georgia’s economy each 
year, enough to intrigue the tourism agency and prompt them 
to offer assistance in our efforts to attract others.

LOCAL ATTENTiON. The tourism agency of the county 
in which the state archives is located was already enthusi-
astic about having both a state archives and a branch of the 
National Archives within their borders; our survey encour-
aged them to expend even more effort to attract visitors. The 
tourism agency became involved in the Friends of the Georgia 
Archives and began placing the archives on its itinerary when 
tour operators visited the county. 

Our survey took very little time—a simple Zoomerang 
setup made it easy for the user to complete and easy for us to 
compile results—but paid tangible dividends. 

Archives can be part of a rewarding tourist experience. 
One survey respondent researched her great-grandfather at the 
state archives and then wrote about the highlight of her trip, 
on her last day in Georgia: “Fourth day—Sunday—we attended 
Primitive Baptist Church in Zebulon where my great-grandfa-
ther preached  
over a 100 years ago.” 

Now that’s an experience you can’t get online!  v

Twelve Simple Survey Questions
1. What was your home zip code  

at the time you visited the 
Georgia Archives?

2. In what month did you visit the 
Georgia Archives? 

3. Including yourself, how many   
people traveled with you to Georgia?

4. While you visited the Georgia Archives, where did  
you stay? 

5. If you stayed in a motel/hotel, how did you learn about 
the specific motel/hotel you selected?

6. Which BEST describes the reason you visited Georgia? 
(Archives, Archives & Other Activities, Unrelated 
Activities)

7.  How did you learn 
about the Georgia 
Archives? (Please list the 
name of the website, publi-
cation or organization.)

8.  What was the  
purpose of your visit to  
the Georgia Archives?  

9.  How many days and nights did you stay in Georgia?

10. While you were in Georgia, did you visit other areas and 
sites or take part in other activities? 

11. Please use this space to comment on your visit to the 
Georgia Archives, the service you received, or other 
information you would like us to know.

12. OPTIONAL: Please estimate your total expenditures 
during your entire stay in Georgia. (This data helps us 
determine the economic impact of out-of-state visitors.)

Welcome
We’re glad  
Georgia’s 
on your mind
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Reappraisal and Deaccessioning:  
Share Your Professional Opinion
TARA Z. LAVER, Curator of Manuscripts, Louisiana State University

T    he Acquisition and Appraisal Section Steering Committee 
presented a proposal to develop guidelines for reappraisal 

and deaccessioning to the Standards Committee in February 
2008. With the encouragement and support of the Standards 
Committee and the SAA Council, the section leadership is 
moving forward with the effort. Since these guidelines will 
have broad professional application, interested members 
of SAA—not just those who belong to the Acquisition and 
Appraisal Section—are invited to participate directly in their 
development. Please plan to attend a preliminary plan-
ning meeting on developing reappraisal and deaccession-
ing guidelines August 13, from noon to 1:30 p.m., during 
the Joint Annual Meeting of sAA and CosA in Austin at 
the Hilton. 

Reappraisal and deaccessioning have been controversial 
topics since at least the publication of a series of articles in 
the Winter 1984 issue of American Archivist, in which Karen 
Benedict, Richard Haas, Leonard Rapport, F. Gerald Ham, 
and Jutta Reed-Scott debated the practical and theoretical 
merits of each. As the historical record continues to grow and 

repositories’ resources do not keep 
pace with this growth, and with the 
example of successful reappraisal 
and deaccessioning projects at the 
Minnesota Historical Society and the 
American Heritage Center (AHC), 
more repositories are willing to con-
sider employing reappraisal and deac-
cessioning as tools in managing their 
collections. 

The National Historical Publica-
tions and Records Commission’s 
funding of AHC’s large-scale project 
also evidences increased approval and 
support at the national level. Further, 
if attendance at SAA sessions on the 
topic in 2005 and 2008 is any indica-
tion, practitioners are interested in 
learning more about reappraisal and 

deaccessioning and are looking for guidance and resources. 
Two archivists who presented  their deaccessioning experiences 
at the 2008 session called for the establishment of profession-
wide guidelines for deaccessioning, but as Mark Greene notes 
in a recently published article, the archival profession has not 
provided guidelines or addressed the question in the Code of 
Ethics for Archivists, as our colleagues in the allied profes-
sions of librarianship and museum curatorship have done. 
Consequently, projects at archival repositories have had to rely 
on standards from those fields in creating their own policies. 
(See Mark Greene, “I’ve Deaccessioned and Lived to Tell about 
It: Confessions of an Unrepentant Reappraiser,” Archival Issues 
30:1 [2006]: 7–22.)

This project seeks to rectify that oversight. The guidelines 
produced will provide informed direction and professional 
sanction for archivists and repositories that choose to manage 
their collections in this way. They will also assist archivists to 
implement transparent and consistent strategic collection man-
agement, to husband their limited resources more effectively, 
and to serve researchers by directing their efforts to retained 
collections and making transferred collections available at 
more appropriate repositories. 

For additional information, contact Tara Laver, chair of 
the Acquisition and Appraisal Section, at tzachar@lsu.edu or 
(225) 578-6546. The full proposal presented to the Standards 
Committee is available on the Acquisition and Appraisal Section 
website. Go to SAA’s home page (www.archivists.org), select 
“Groups” on the Menu bar and scroll down to “Sections.”  v

Oral HistOry transcriptiOn

Accurate! Dependable! Experienced!

Oral history interviews transcribed by a former archi-
vist. Confidentiality and quality are assured. We pay 
careful attention to the details. Audiotape cassettes and 
CD-ROM can be accommodated. 

Complete transcripts can be shipped via Federal 
Express for extra-fast return service.

 ContaCt:

Liz Hauser, President/Owner

all-Quality secretarial service

66 Glenbrook Road
Morris Plains, NJ 07950
Telephone 973/829.0090

rhauser9@aol.com

Brochures available upon request.

“The guidelines  
produced will 

provide informed 
direction and pro-

fessional sanction 
for archivists and 
repositories that 

choose to manage 
their collections  

in this way.”
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Austin Rocks With Vibrant Music Scene
REBECCA ROMANCHuk, Texas State Library and Archives Commission

What makes Austin such a magnetic gathering place for 
musicians of all kinds? Singer-songwriter, folk, rock in 

all its many forms, blues, jazz, R&B, hip-hop, rap, country, 
western swing, the rich variety of Latino styles, and more are 
standard fare here. Enthusiastic audiences, a congenial envi-
ronment with natural beauty 
and a mild climate, the roots of 
folk music of several cultures 
thriving here over the decades—
all of that, and the communities 
that musicians create among 
themselves for support and 
inspiration, have made Austin 
one of the country’s most 
vibrant cities for music perfor-
mance and appreciation. 

We don’t keep it a secret, 
either, touting ourselves as 
the “Live Music Capital of 
the World,” hosting the inter-
nationally known, multi-day 
music festivals SXSW (South 
by Southwest) and Austin City 
Limits Fest, and airing a nation-
ally syndicated television program devoted to music from Texas 
and elsewhere, Austin City Limits, now in its 35th season. Local 
archives and museums participate, too, preserving the memory 
of our musical past and keeping up with the current scene.

The Night Is Young . . .  
A visit to our city is not complete without sampling the 

sounds to be heard in our clubs, dance halls, restaurants, and 
outdoor concert areas. It would be possible to fill this space 
with merely the names of well-known musicians with con-
nections to Austin, past and present. More to the point is to 
let you know about those you’ll get a chance to see during 
August 10–17, when you are in town for Sustainable Archives: 
AUSTIN 2009. The best way to do that is to view The Austin 
Chronicle music listings for those dates at www.austinchronicle.
com/gyrobase/Calendar/MusicListings. Shows for August 10–13 
(Monday–Thursday) will be online August 6, and listings for 
August 14–17 (Friday–Sunday) will be available August 13. By 
browsing the Chronicle you can identify establishments that 
host the sort of music you prefer and then visit the websites  
of those music venues. 

Music Districts and Traditions
Austin has several distinct music districts, some well 

known for a particular musical genre but most showcasing 
an eclectic mix of performers. In the downtown area are two 

streets (both close to the Hilton Hotel) lined with clubs and 
restaurants featuring live music every night of the week. Sixth 
Street has a long history as an entertainment hub and serves 
as Austin’s version of New Orleans’ French Quarter. Especially 
on weekend nights, the sidewalks are full of club-hoppers and 

sightseers passing restaurants, 
bars, and dance clubs whose 
open doors add to the musi-
cal volume of the street life. 
Most popular music styles 
are represented, from various 
brands of rock to hip-hop, 
salsa, and soul. While Sixth 
Street maintains a high-ener-
gy party environment, it’s the 
social scene that dominates. 
In the past decade, Red River 
Street has taken over as the 
most concentrated area of 
clubs where the emphasis 
is fully on the music. Two 
blocks east of the Hilton is 
Red River, which doesn’t 
have the strolling atmosphere 

of Sixth Street, but it delivers in the quality of local and nation-
al bands who regularly play there. 

Music districts are spread across the city, from the 
Warehouse District and West Sixth Street on the west side of 
downtown, to the University area north, and south of Lady 
Bird Lake—especially between Congress Avenue and Lamar 
Boulevard. The east side of Austin is home to the blues, jazz, 
R&B, and gospel tradition of the African American population 
historically concentrated there. The legendary Victory Grill, 
opened on V-J Day in 1945, is the city’s oldest blues club and 
was part of the “Chitlin Circuit” of the segregated South. Listed 
on the National Registry of Historic Places, the club is under-
going renovation but still hosts music events. Its story and 
those of other clubs and musicians on the east side is lovingly 
documented at the Blues Family Tree Project (www.diversearts.
org/BFT/bft_about.html) in video oral histories, photographs, 
audio files, and essays. Many Latino clubs share the musical 
territory in this part of town and on the southeast side of Lady 
Bird Lake, providing social gathering spots for the burgeoning 
music scene that includes Tejano, Norteño, conjunto, salsa, 
ranchera, mariachi, cumbia, and orquesta styles, all of which 
are getting greater exposure in Austin’s new Pachanga Latino 
Music Festival, held for the second year this May.

Country music and western swing have deep roots in 
Texas, and several venerable Austin landmarks keep those 
sounds alive. Among them: the Broken Spoke is one of Texas’ 
remaining old-fashioned dance halls; the Continental Club is 

Blues Brothers. A poster promotes the 1970 appearance of Freddie King and 
Mance Lipscomb at the Armadillo World Headquarters. Courtesy of The Dolph Briscoe 
Center for American History at the University of Texas.
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a more citified spot in the trendy South Congress district; and 
the County Line on the Hill keeps the roadhouse spirit going 
on the weekend. 

Several local archives document past country and western 
swing in other genres, and in doing so, help us remember to 
support and preserve surviving places like these. Texas State 
University’s Southwestern Writers Collection Music Archives 
(alkek.library.txstate.edu/swwc/archives/music/index.html) and the 
Dolph Briscoe Center for American History Music Resources 
(www.cah.utexas.edu/collections/music.php) at the University 
of Texas, Austin, house archival collections of artists such as 
Willie Nelson (appointed as Texas State Musician for 2009), 
Jerry Jeff Walker, Mance Lipscomb, and Townes Van Zandt, 
the Texas Western Swing Hall of Fame, and venues that are no 
more—like the Soap Creek Saloon—a honky-tonk roadhouse 
featured in the 1977 film Outlaw Blues.

“I Wanna Go Home With the Armadillo”
One of the most important past venues in Austin is the 

Armadillo World Headquarters, which from 1970 to 1980 held 
court as the most eclectic music hall the city has likely ever 
seen. Beginning as a psychedelic rock concert hall, it fostered 
the cosmic cowboy sound, but any night’s bill might include 
country, blues, jazz, and eventually punk. Its spirit truly lives 
on in the city’s “Keep Austin Weird” ethic and is documented 
visually and in written remembrances by the South Austin 
Museum of Popular Culture (www.samopc.com/about.htm) and 
by UT’s Briscoe Center Texas Poster Art Collection (www.cah.
utexas.edu/feature/tpa/essay.php) and their Armadillo World 
Headquarters Archives.

Another vital place in the city’s music history is the origi-
nal “Old No. 1” Threadgill’s, a down-home restaurant on North 
Lamar open since the 1930s (it also has a more recent south-
ern satellite next to where the Armadillo used to be on Barton 
Springs Road). Owner Kenneth Threadgill brought his own 
country-flavored musical talent to his place and other spots in 
town, and hosted musicians through the decades, most famous-
ly a young Janis Joplin during her folk days. A Threadgill oral 

history is held by the Austin History Center and his music is 
included in their sound recordings collection, among other art-
ists. Perhaps the largest video archive gathered by any city of 
live performances around town (captured since the mid-1990s 
by local music television networks) is also in their holdings.

Now well into its third decade, Antone’s was founded as 
a blues club by larger- 
than-life owner Clifford 
Antone, who helped 
Stevie Ray Vaughan and 
other local musicians get 
the necessary exposure to 
make their names. While 
a typical night’s bill 
might also feature coun-
try or rock, the blues 
probably figures some-
where in the genetics of 
the sound. Almost every 
blues legend has played 
there, including Muddy 
Waters, John Lee Hooker, 
and B.B. King. Antone’s 
is located downtown at 
Fifth and Lavaca Streets 
on the northern edge of 
the Warehouse District. 
When Clifford Antone 
passed away in 2006, the 
city’s mayor cited him 
as one of the major reasons why Austin is known as the Live 
Music Capital of the World. 

Waltz Across Texas, and Glide Into Austin
These are just a few of the iconic people and places that 

have built Austin’s music heritage. Did you know that John 
Lomax, the renowned folk musicologist, conducted part of his 
work while on staff at UT Austin? Or that one of Texas’ twenti-
eth-century governors, W. Lee “Pappy” O’Daniel, rose to politi-
cal power partly through the music of the western swing group 
the Light Crust Doughboys? Or that one of the few places 
where the audience did not boo Bob Dylan on his 1965 electric 
tour with the Hawks (later known as the Band) was at Austin’s 
Municipal Auditorium—which after recent renovation became 
the Long Center—the site of the conference’s All-Attendee 
Reception on August 14?

Learn more about the music of Austin and Central Texas 
at the Texas Music Museum (www.texasmusicmuseum.org) with 
exhibits devoted to all forms of local music. And while you’re 
in town, do independent research and catch some live music 
of whatever style you like. If you arrive at the airport in the 
afternoon, you’ll probably hear one of the regularly scheduled 
live music performances in the terminal. Then you’ll begin to 
understand what Austinites believe, as a philosopher once put 
it, “Without music, life would be a mistake.” v

Precocious songwriter. Cover of Songs by Willie Nelson (1944), a book of 15 
original song lyrics written by Nelson at the age of 11. 

six strings. Blues guitarist Stevie Ray 
Vaughan plays Antone’s Nightclub in 1985.  
The club is located at Fifth and Lavaca Streets  
in downtown Austin.
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Mentors Motivate Future Archivists
HELEN JANOuSEk, SAA Editorial and Production Assistant

SAA members can create their own stimulus act by joining 
the association’s Mentoring Program, which gives those 

entering the archives field a chance to kick-start their new 
career by matching them with an experienced colleague who 
can provide inspiration and advice. 

A Few Good Mentors 
Teresa Yoder, an archival specialist for the Chicago Public 

Library, is the program’s coordinator. She says individuals who 
have acquired several years of varied 
experience in the field and are willing 
to help future archivists will make a 
good mentor. “They can offer the pro-
tégé a realistic view of the archivist’s 
work, including the challenges and 
the rewards, and impart knowledge 
about the responsibilities of working 
in archives. They can also encourage 
them to become involved in local and 
national organizations.” 

Mentors are encouraged to give 
their entry-level colleagues a boost 
by suggesting appropriate continuing 
education, serving as a resource for 
policy and procedures, and introduc-
ing them to other archivists. 

Protégés and mentors work on 
building resumes, determining career goals, exploring trends in 
the profession, and getting involved in SAA’s committees, sec-
tions, and roundtables. 

The program currently has 268 participants and a waiting 
list for those who want to join as a protégé. With 107 mentors 
currently in the program and 151 protégés, some mentors have 
taken on two people. 

Due to the program’s popularity, the Membership 
Committee (which established and manages it) has just cre-
ated a new subcommittee to assist with its ongoing develop-
ment. Membership Committee Chair James Roth of the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum in Boston, says the 

committee also collaborates with Sections and Roundtables to 
help their members connect with mentors or protégés.

Get With the Program
Any SAA member is eligible to participate as a mentor or 

protégé—students, educators, working archivists, records man-
agers, or those who have retired. Mentors and protégés deter-
mine for themselves how and when they meet. 

You can apply to be a mentor or a protégé by completing 
an online application form at http://www.archivists.org/member-
ship/mentoring-app.asp. You can request to be matched with 
someone who lives in your area, indicate your preference for 
gender and ask to be paired with someone who has expertise 
in a particular area such as museum archives or visual materi-
als. SAA will contact you after processing your application. 

Coffee Talk
There will be a Mentor Coffee Break at Sustainable 

Archives: AUSTIN 2009. It will be held in the Career Center  
at the Hilton Austin on August 13 at 8 a.m. and is open to  
current participants and those interested in learning more 
about the program. v

Individuals who 
have acquired  

several years of 
varied experience 

in the field and 
are willing to help 
future archivists 

will make a  
good mentor.

Do you have a     
story or an idea for 
the next issue of Outlook?  

Send to: Editorial/Production Assistant  
Helen Janousek at hjanousek@archivists .org . 
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Make Your 
Career Connection

Find the best candidates and job  
opportunities with SAA’s Online Career Center

Employers: Maximize your results

•	 Integration	with	job aggregator sites	like	GoogleBase	and		
Indeed.com	creates	greater	exposure	for	your	candidate	search.

•	 Easy-to-use	account management tools	help	you	to	quickly	post	professional	job	
announcements	and	track	each	job	posting	to	calculate	how	many	people	are	
viewing	your	ad,	how	many	apply	online,	and	how	often	your	ad	is	e-mailed	to	a	job	
seeker	or	friend.

•	 Our	resume database	enables	you	to	search	for	candidates	and	set	up	resume 
agents	to	receive	e-mail	alerts	when	new	resumes	matching	your	specified	criteria	
are	posted.

•	 Discount pricing	for	SAA	members	and	for	multiple-placement	packages	gives	you		
a	range	of	options	to	suit	your	institution.

Job seekers: Advance your career

•	 Our free and confidential resume posting	service	puts	you	in	control	of	what		
information	can	be	accessed	or	searched	by	employers.	

•	 Easily search job listings	by	multiple	criteria,	including	location,	keywords,	and		
salary	expectations.

•	 Use	job agents	to	set	criteria	for	your	ideal	position	and	receive	updates	via	e-mail	
when	matching	jobs	are	posted.

•	 Your	secure account	allows	you	to	preview	your	application	before	you	apply	and	
see	exactly	what	employers	will	see.

Visit www.archivists.org/careers/ today!
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Strategic Priorities Proposed for Next Three Years 
PETER GOTTLIEB, SAA Vice President, State Archivist and Director, Wisconsin Historical Society

SAA’s strategic planning process is in full 
swing and your feedback is welcome! 

At its February and May 2009 meetings, 
the SAA Council reviewed, discussed, and 
modified SAA’s strategic priorities and devel-
oped new “desired outcomes” and activi-
ties to address the priorities in fiscal years 
2010–2013. 

Council members agreed to retain  
the top three strategic priorities—tech-
nology, diversity, and public awareness/
advocacy—that were originally identified as 
challenges to the profession in 2005, but chose to revise  
the issue statement associated with each priority. Their discus-
sions, as well as work done by a subgroup of Council members 
and staff in March and April, yielded new desired outcomes for 
each priority and new measurable activities to address them.

In molding these new activities, the Council set its sights 
on improving the ability of archives and archivists to manage 
and preserve electronic records, bringing more minority mem-
bers into SAA and helping archivists diversify the documentary 
record in their repositories, and adopting an SAA legislative 
agenda. 

In addition, the Council adopted a new technology 
outcome that addresses SAA’s internal workings: sAA 
will make increasingly effective use of current 
and emerging technology, such as social network-
ing tools, in order to enhance communication 
with internal and external audiences and stimu-
late collaboration among its constituents.

The Council welcomes ongoing feedback—from 
members, component groups, allied groups, and 
others—about the priorities, outcomes, and activities, 
and we’re especially interested in learning about any 
activities that individuals and groups may be undertak-

ing to address these priorities. Check out the strategic Plan 
at http://www.archivists.org/governance/strategic_priorities.asp.

Component group representatives attending Sustainable 
Archives: AUSTIN 2009 in August will have an opportunity  
to comment on the strategic priorities at the Leadership Forum  
on Wednesday, August 12, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

But we hope to hear from many more members between 
now and then! To share your ideas and comments, please 
send them to saahq@archivists.org. A “final” draft of the plan 
will be published in the fall and, with your input, the Council 
will continue to review and revise the plan over time. v

Discussions yielded 
new desired outcomes 

for each priority and 
new measurable  

activities to  
address them.
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Council Adopts Budget for Fiscal Year 2010
Leaders Approve ALA/SAA Access Statement, Eliminate Roundtable Limits

Against the backdrop of newly refined strategic priorities, 
the SAA Council reviewed and adopted a Fiscal Year 2010 

Budget with revenues of $2,174,368, expenses of $2,165,200, 
and a projected net gain of $9,168. 

Included in the budget workplan are a host of activities 
directed to moving SAA toward the desired outcomes associat-
ed with Technology, Diversity, and Public Awareness/Advocacy 
that the Council had developed at its February 2009 meeting. 

(For an update on the strategic priorities and how you can 
contribute to the Council’s discussion of priorities, see related 
story on page 12.) 

Among the other actions taken at its May 31–June 2  
meeting in Chicago, the SAA Council:

•	 Approved	the	Education	Committee’s	recommendation	
not to pursue development and implementation of an 
accreditation program in graduate archival education. The 
Committee will hold an open forum at AUSTIN 2009 on 
Wednesday, August 12, to discuss its findings and SAA’s 
options going forward.

•	 Approved	a	final	draft	of	the	“ALA/SAA	Joint	Statement	
on Access to Research Materials in Archives and Special 
Collections Libraries.” The statement is available at  
http://www.archivists.org/statements/.

•	 Reviewed	a	draft	“Advocacy	Agenda	2009–2010,”	prepared	
by the Government Affairs Working Group, as a work-
ing document to be distributed to members for comment 
from June to August 2009. Once the agenda is in place, the 
Working Group will develop a series of “issue briefs” that 
provide background on each issue. (See related story on 
pages 14–15.)

•	 Adopted	“Orphan	Works:	Statement	of	Best	Practices,”	
developed by the Intellectual Property Working Group 
(IPWG), to be posted as a PDF on the IPWG section of  
the SAA website by mid-July.

•	 Approved	a	motion	that,	effective	for	the	August	10,	2009,	
Council meeting, all material distributed to Council mem-
bers prior to any regular or special meeting of the Council 
will also be made available to SAA members three days 
after distribution to Council members. Material may be 
withheld from distribution to the membership if, either 
by law or in the opinion of the Executive Committee, it 
affects the privacy of individuals or institutions.

•	 Approved	a	motion	eliminating	the	limitation	of	two	
Roundtable memberships and instead permitting an unlim-
ited number of Roundtable memberships per SAA mem-
ber. Non-SAA members may continue to participate in an 
unlimited number of Roundtables by registering with SAA.

•	 Approved	proposed	Terms	for	Copyright	of	SAA	
Component Publications as submitted by SAA’s Intellectual 
Property Working Group. Component leaders may contact 
the SAA office for a copy of the terms or view them at 
http://www.archivists.org/governance/minutes/min0509.asp.

•	 Approved	revisions	of	the	Committee	on	Ethics	and	
Professional Conduct’s duties and responsibilities to reflect 
the fact that the Committee does not adjudicate alleged 
violations of SAA’s Code of Ethics for Archivists.

In addition, Council members:

•	 Discussed	the	complexities	of	Annual	Meeting	site	selec-
tion, including such considerations as member demograph-
ics, hotel capacities, and budget. The staff will prepare 
an article for a future issue of Archival Outlook to inform 
members about the site selection process.

•	 Discussed	a	concern	raised	by	the	Society	of	California	
Archivists about the proposed relocation of NARA’s 
Laguna Niguel facility. SAA President Frank Boles will 
share the Council’s discussion with Acting Archivist of  
the United States Adrienne Thomas.

•	 Elected	second-year	Council	member	Margery	Sly	to	the	
2009–2010 Executive Committee. Bruce Ambacher and 
Diane Vogt-O’Connor will serve on the 2010 Nominating 
Committee.

Minutes of the meeting are posted at http://www.archivists.
org/governance/minutes/index.asp.

Agenda Items for August Meeting 
The next meeting of the SAA Council will take place on 

Monday, August 10, in conjunction with Sustainable Archives: 
AUSTIN 2009. To submit an agenda item for that meeting, 
please contact SAA President Frank Boles (bolesfj1@cmich.edu) 
or Executive Director Nancy Beaumont (nbeaumont@archi-
vists.org) no later than Friday, July 10. v
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SAA Council Seeks Comments on Advocacy Agenda

Among SAA’s highest priorities is to advocate for issues 
on behalf of archives and archivists. In August 2008 

the Council approved formation of a 
Government Affairs Working Group 
and charged that group to begin its 
work by developing an Advocacy 
Agenda for Council approval. 
Development and ongoing review and 
refinement of an Advocacy Agenda 
provides the Society with a means to 
organize its advocacy efforts, make 
conscious decisions about its priorities, 
frame its messages, work proactively 
on key issues, and respond quickly  

and effectively to policymaker and media inquiries.
At its May 31–June 2 meeting the Council adopted the  

following motion: 

THAT the “Advocacy Agenda 2009–2010 (version 053109),” 
as drafted by the Government Affairs Working Group and 
revised by the Council, be adopted as a working document 

that will be distributed to the SAA membership from June 
to August 2009 for comment and refinement; and 

THAT a revision incorporating member comment be 
reviewed by the SAA Council at its August 10, 2009,  
meeting; and 

THAT the Government Affairs Working Group develop 
a series of issue briefs, beginning with those Advocacy 
Agenda issues that are of the highest priority for mem-
ber, policymaker, and public awareness, and submit those 
briefs for Council or Executive Committee review and 
comment as they are completed, with a goal of complet-
ing an issue brief for each issue identified in the Advocacy 
Agenda by the time of the May 2010 Council meeting.

The Agenda will outline the issues that are most important 
to the profession. A simple statement on each issue will be 
supplemented with a white paper or issue brief that provides 
the details needed by various interested audiences (such as 
members, policymakers, and the media) to have a full under-
standing of the issue and SAA’s stance on it. (For an example, 
see the National Humanities Alliance’s “Issues at a Glance” on 
its website at www.nhalliance.org.) The SAA staff will develop a 
more robust “Advocacy” Web page that highlights the Agenda, 
with appropriate links to discussion papers, calls for action, 
other organizations’ agendas, and additional information.

The Agenda is intended to be an evolving and changeable 
document that is updated as needed, and at least annually.  
To ensure that the Advocacy Agenda represents broad inter-
ests, the Council stressed the importance of soliciting member  
comment. 

Members are invited to submit comments about the 
draft Advocacy Agenda to any member of the Council or 
via saahq@archivists.org by July 31, 2009. Some questions 
to consider:

•	 Are	the	right	issues	addressed?	What’s	missing?		

•	 Are	the	issues	in	appropriate	priority	order?

•	 Do	you	agree	with	the	approach	to	framing	the	broad	
issues?

•	 Do	you	agree	with	the	approach	to	framing	specific	issues?	
(In each case the Government Affairs Working Group will 
draft an “SAA supports” statement and an issue brief. As 
appropriate, a “Call to Action” statement will be developed 
and updated as needed to stimulate action by SAA mem-
bers and other networks.)

Among SAA’s  
highest priorities 
is to advocate for 

issues on behalf  
of archives and 

archivists.
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The Society of American Archivists has developed this Advocacy Agenda to ensure that attention is given to those 
issues that affect or support the critical role that archives and archivists fulfill in ensuring the preservation of an 
authentic American historical record and making it broadly accessible to the public.

The Public’s right to Equal and Equitable Access to information

America’s citizens have a right to know the actions of their government and the thoughts of their government lead-
ers. Government at all levels should assume that the public has the right to any document prepared by government 
officials. Although in some instances national security, privacy legislation, or another intervening factor may make it 
necessary to withhold information from the public temporarily, it should be the obligation of all officials to declassify 
or otherwise release embargoed documents as quickly as possible.

[Link to specific legislative items or current issues, such as declassification of federal records.]

The Public’s right to Timely and reasonable Use of information

In 1790, America’s first copyright act made published works freely available for public use after a maximum of 28 
years. Today works do not enter the public domain until 75 years after the death of the author. A more appropriate 
balance must be struck between the right of authors to benefit personally from the fruits of their labor for a limited 
time and the right of the public to make use of material freely for the greater benefit of society. 

[Link to specific legislative items or current issues, such as orphan works and Section 108 copyright revisions. For 
example:

Copyright:  Updating copyright and intellectual property laws to meet the challenges of the networked environ-
ment has been a key focus for Congress, the courts, and state legislatures for  
several years.

•	 Orphan Works:  Many archival repositories hold literary and other manuscripts that may fall under the cat-
egory of “orphan works,” defined as those whose owners are difficult or even impossible to locate. SAA sup-
ports current efforts by the U.S. Copyright Office to address this issue.

•	 Section 108 Revisions:  The Section 108 Study Group has provided recommendations on how to revise the 
copyright law to ensure an appropriate balance among the interests of creators and other copyright holders, 
archives, and libraries in a manner that best serves the national interest. SAA supports the recommendations 
of the Section 108 Study Group.]

The Public’s right to Personal Privacy

A person’s right to privacy has historically been balanced against the public’s right to information. Personal privacy 
should be protected throughout an individual’s lifetime in appropriate ways. Documents recording information about 
living Americans should be involuntarily disclosed only when disclosure accomplishes a greater public purpose. 

[Link to specific legislative items or current issues.]

The Public’s Need for a Comprehensive, Comprehensible American Historical record

The actions of the government and people of this country cannot be documented accurately unless an authentic 
record is preserved of the critical individuals, events, and actions taken over time. To hold government accountable 
and to provide evidence of the diverse and complicated elements of the human experience, it is essential that con-
certed efforts are undertaken to preserve and make accessible a credible and reasonably complete historical account 
of government and other aspects of society.

[Link to specific legislative items or current issues.]
continued on page 28

DRAFT FOR MEMBER COMMENT BY JULY 31, 2009

Society of American Archivists
Advocacy Agenda 2009–2010

(Version 053109)
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SAA Salutes Donors Who Gave to Special Funds in FY 2009
SAA recognizes the nearly 250 individuals and half dozen organizations who made contributions to the SAA Special Funds 

in Fiscal Year 2009 (July 1, 2008—June 30, 2009). These donors gave $27,915.33 to support scholarships, programs, and 

awards that promote public awareness, publishing excellence, and outstanding contributions to the archives field. SAA 

thanks the following for their generosity.

Contributors Make a Difference

Visionary  
($1,001 to $2,500) 
Elizabeth W. Adkins
David B. Gracy 
Mark A. Greene 
Randall C. Jimerson 

Founder  
($501 to $1,000) 
Brenda S. Banks 
Fynnette L. Eaton 
Timothy L. Ericson
H. Thomas Hickerson
Nancy Zimmelman Lenoil 
Society of Southwest
 Archivists 
Helen R. Tibbo
Becky Haglund Tousey

Patron  
($251 to $500) 
George W. Bain 
Nancy Perkin Beaumont
Katherine L. T. Bost 
Thomas Elton Brown
Maygene Daniels
History Associates
 Incorporated
Maarja Krusten
Dennis E. Meissner
Danielle Cunniff Plumer
Robert E. Sink
Margery N. Sly
Sheryl B. Vogt

Friend 
($101 to $250) 
Bruce I. Ambacher
Lori J. Ashley
The American History Club
Lewis J. Bellardo
Danna C. Bell-Russel
Charlotte B. Brown
Nicholas C. Burckel
Virginia J. H. Cain 
Miriam I. Crawford
Susan E. Davis
Elaine Engst
Peter Gottlieb
Stacy Belcher Gould
Brenda S. Gunn
Herbert Hartsook
Robert Horton
Steven P. Johnson
William L. Joyce
Elisabeth Kaplan
Linda M. Matthews
Paul H. McCarthy
David F. McCartney 
Ann Russell
Helen W. Samuels
Alison Stankrauff
Ciaran B. Trace 
Diane L. Vogt-O’Connor
Lisa Weber
Bonita L. Weddle
Elisabeth Wittman

Donor  
(up to $100) 
Richard M. Adam
Evelyn Kim Adams 
Margaret O. Adams

Mary Ann Akao
Ruth Andel
Kristi AuBuchon
Frederick J. Augustyn
Jenny N. Barker
Linda Barnickel 
Merke Baroni 
Carol O. Bartels
Mary Lee Bartlett
Jeannette Allis Bastian
Virginia L. Beatty
Menzi L. Behrnd-Klodt
Karen M. Belvin
Rebecca Bizonet
Frank Boles 
Wesley Borders
Leah Broaddus
Lorene Broersma
Mary Uhl Brooks 
Lauren R. Brown
Valerie G. Browne
Mark Burnette
Debbie Mieko Burns
James B. Byers
Laura Bykowski
Ellen-Rae Cachola
Stuart Campbell
Janet M. Carleton
Megan Carlisle 
Elsie Casler
Chesapeake Energy 
  Corporation 
Jeanie F. Child
Kate Colligan
John F. Collins 
Thomas Connors
Beverly A. Cook
Cox Subscriptions
Richard J. Cox 
Lisa L. Crane

Marian Ruth Creamer
William Crozier
Linda Culberson
Laurine M. Culver
Emma Curtis
Elena S. Danielson 
Matthew S. Darby 
Daria D’Arienzo 
Polly C. Darnell 
Debbie Day 
Christine de Catanzaro
Anita Taylor Doering
Lawrence Dowler 
Deborah A. Doyle
Donald Drumtra
Mary Joan Dyer
Linda Edgerly 
Troy A. Eller 
Rachel Elwell 
Susan Englander 
Aimee M. Felker
Maria Rita C. Ferraris
John A. Fleckner 
Stephen J. Fogarty
Kevin French
Caroline Gallego
Patricia Galloway
Edward L. Galvin
Adi Gevins
Anne J. Gilliland 
Tammy Gobert
Martin K. Gordon
Margaret E. Grover
David E. Haberstich 
Doris A. Hamburg
Candice L. Hart
Jan Hart
Erin M. Hays 
Mary Cleta Heady
Laura Helton
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Donor (cont.) 
Mary E. Herbert 
Peter B. Hirtle
Michael Hodder 
Ann E. Hodges
Sara S. Hodson 
Dan P. Horvath
Ashley E. Howdeshell
Daniel G. Hudak
Judith Huenneke
Melissa Humphreys 
Geoffrey A. Huth 
Thomas Hyry
John Hyslop
Jennifer L. Jenkins 
L. Rebecca Melvin Johnson 
Jennifer I. Johnson
Stacey A. Johnson
Joanne Kaczmarek 
Miriam Kahn
Diane Kaplan
Victoria A. Keddie
Sarah E. Keen
Christian D. Kelleher 
Jane Kenamore 
Kathy J. Koch
Katherine Gray Kraft
Nancy M. Kunde
Diane Lachatanere 

Philip D. Lagerquist
William E. Landis 
Kathleen Leary
Helena Leonca
Jeannine T. Levesque 
Cynthia Patterson Lewis 
Lori Ann Lindberg
Wilda D. Logan 
Howard P. Lowell
Lydia Lucas
Susan Laura Lugo
Joseph S. Malatesta
Steven Mandeville-Gamble
Catherine Markey
Ann M. Massmann 
Georgette Mayo
Peggy Waller McBride
Brenda S. McClurkin 
Dylan J. McDonald
Nancy Y. McGovern
Michelle D. McKinney
Andrea Medina-Smith
Brenda M. Mitchell-Powell
Eva S. Moseley
Judie D. Moses
Jessica Marion Myers 
Lisa Nguyen 
Myra L. O’Canna 
Michele F. Pacifico 
Christopher A. Paton 

Paul Peucker
Margaret Pevoto
Mary C. Plazo
David R. Prestianni
Rachel I. Price 
Ben Primer
Diane M. Rabson
Michelle M. Rainbolt
Deborah Rice
Deborah A. Richards
RML Trust-Deeside Trading
Kathleen D. Roe
James M. Roth
Katharine Anne Salzmann
Toby Sanchez
Erin R. Sanders
Gerrianne Schaad
Joan M. Schwartz
Scott Schwartz
Paul Robert Scott 
Barbara Sellers
Rosalye A. Settles 
Debra S. Shapiro
Mark Shelstad
Kelcy M. Shepherd
Susan Skoog
Barrington B. Smith
Lynn A. Smith
Taronda Spencer
Cheryl L. Stadel-Bevans

Karen D. Stevens
Richard Strassberg
Sehri Strom
Lorraine A. Stuart
Michelle Sweetser
Nancy J. Taylor
Paula Taylor
Patricia A. Threatt 
Mitch Toda
Kazuya Tominaga
Joyce Tovell 
Bruce Turner
Anna V. Uremovich 
Joan Van Albada
Carl Van Ness
Victoria Irons Walch 
William K. Wallach
Bettina B. Warkentin
Carolyn M. Weigel
Edward Weldon
Michele Wellck
Denise P. Wernikoff
Eric Wetzel
Kelvin L. White
Valerie Wingfield
Peter Wosh 
John Cotton Wright
Leo Yakutis 
Jacqueline Zak
Tanya Zanish-Belcher

Linda Henry Leaves Legacy to SAA   
Linda Jean Henry’s friends and colleagues 

have described her in many ways: author, teach-
er, enthusiastic archivist, seamstress, cat lover. 
They would probably not be surprised to learn 
of her generosity, too—she left the Society of 
American Archivists $342,405 in her will. 

Henry, 64, died of cancer on March 30, 
2008, in Harwood, Maryland. She spent almost 
25 years at the National Archives and Records 
Administration, retiring in 2007 as a senior archi-
vist in the Electronic and Special Media Records 
Services Division.

She contributed to SAA in diverse and substantive ways 
since she became a member in 1977. She chaired  
the Program Committee in 1983, served on the Council from 
1983 to 1986, and was SAA Treasurer from 1988 to 1991. 
Henry was an active member of committees and task forces, 
notably the Status of Women Committee and the Task Force 
to Revise the Constitution. For many years she directed the 

Modern Archives Institute at the National Archives 
and taught workshops for SAA and other 

organizations. 
Henry was named an SAA Fellow in 1987.  

Her 1998 article “Schellenberg in Cyberspace” 
was published in the American Archivist (Vol. 
61, No. 2) and is often required reading in many 
archival education courses. The piece refutes 

the perceived wisdom of the “new paradigm” for 
processing electronic records, and calls instead 

for archivists to reflect on the practical heritage of 
Schellenberg’s appraisal considerations of both informa-

tional and evidential value in all records, regardless of format.
Plans are underway by SAA to determine how best  

to honor Linda Henry’s legacy. The Linda Henry Estate also 
bequeathed similar amounts to the Ms. Foundation for 
Women (which encourages women to govern their own lives) 
and The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation (commit-
ted to improving the lives of Washington, D.C., residents).
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This spring, the National Archives in Kansas City offi-
cially opened its new quarters in the heart of down-

town Kansas City’s cultural, retail and historic district.
This is a big step. For years, this regional archives 

was located in an aging General Services Administration 
(GSA) building difficult for the public to access.

This move was just the latest in a series of moves 
involving eight of our regional archives to new loca-
tions within their respective regions. They are part of 
a comprehensive program we undertook recently to 
improve the facilities of our network of thirteen regional 
archives, primarily to meet our archival records preser-
vations standards. None of the thirteen is closing.

Some moves are necessary because the current 
facilities cannot be upgraded to meet NARA’s records 
storage standards. In the cases of four facilities, we are 
renovating and upgrading them to meet the standards; 
they are Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, and Seattle. 
Most work will be completed by the end of 2010. The 
Southeast Regional Archives in Atlanta occupies a new 
building that is only five years old. Here is the status of 
the eight planned moves.

NEw YOrk CiTY. We are considering moving from 
the Varick Street federal office building to the Customs 
House, a federal building in lower Manhattan that also 
houses the Smithsonian American Indian Museum, 
draws 300,000 visitors annually, and is centrally located 
near the Ellis Island and Statue of Liberty ferry land-
ings. A feasibility study is currently underway. Because 
of the high cost of archival storage in Manhattan, 
we plan to move 80 percent of New York City hold-
ings to our Federal Records Center (FRC) in northeast 
Philadelphia to a new archival bay. The most heavily 
used records and significant “treasures” from the hold-
ings will remain in New York. No existing staff will be 
relocated. In the future, it is possible that positions will 
be reassigned when vacancies occur. 

PHiLADELPHiA. As is the case in New York City, 
we plan to move 80 percent of [the] holdings from the 
current Market Street facility to the FRC in northeast 
Philadelphia. The Center City location is five blocks 
from Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell.

sT. LOUis. Working with GSA, we have signed a 
lease for a new, shared FRC and archives building in 
St. Louis, about 10 miles from the current location of 
the Military Personnel Records Center. The St. Louis 
facility houses the National Personnel Records Center. 
Construction began in spring, with initial occupancy in 
late 2010, and completion of the move of all records in 
2012. This building will replace an aging structure that 

was built around 1950 and renovated after a disastrous 
fire in 1973.

kANsAs CiTY. GSA ended our lease at the aging 
Bannister Road federal depot, and we’ve moved to the 
new leased facility in downtown Kansas City. Half of 
the regional holdings will be stored in NARA’s nearby 
FRC in Lee’s Summit, Missouri, while the remaining 
records have been moved to the new downtown facility. 

FOrT wOrTH. Also at GSA direction, we must 
leave the deteriorating federal office depot, which is 
being closed. We are moving the holdings and textual 
research operations to NARA’s new FRC in Fort Worth, 
about five miles from the old depot. We have also leased 
education program meeting space near the city’s cul-
tural district. Moves will be completed in August.

DENVEr. We are leaving a deteriorating building on 
the federal campus in Lakewood. We are working with 
GSA to procure new leased space in the greater Denver 
metropolitan area for a joint FRC and archives building. 
Move completion is expected by end of 2010. 

LAGUNA NiGUEL, CALiF. We are moving out of the 
massive Chet Holifield Federal office building, which 
formerly housed both the FRC and the archives, as well 
as many other federal agencies. The Holifield building 
cannot be renovated to meet standards. In addition, visi-
torship and usage is low and does not justify the very 
high rent. Therefore, the archives will rejoin the FRC 
at its new facility in Riverside, which is about 50 miles 
from Laguna Niguel. The move is expected to be com-
plete by spring in 2010. As was the case when the FRC 
moved, Laguna Niguel staff whose commute is signifi-
cantly increased will be offered relocation expenses.

ANCHOrAGE. The planned move to a new govern-
ment-owned site is on hold pending the availability of 
funding for a new or leased building. Meanwhile, the 
archives remains at a leased federal office building in 
downtown Anchorage. Steps have been taken to improve 
environmental conditions at the old facility, but it does 
not fully meet the standards.

Where possible in these moves, we are also improv-
ing public spaces for research, access, and education 
programs. The improvements include converting obso-
lete microfilm research spaces to computer research 
stations. This change reflects an 80 percent decrease in 
microfilm use and a growing use of electronic records 
and indexes. Ensuring that these records are properly 
preserved and making it as easy as possible for the pub-
lic to access and use them is of paramount importance 
to NARA, and we believe these moves will help  
us in this important mission. v

from the acting archivist of the united states Adrienne C. Thomas

NARA Works to Improve Regional Facilities



www.archivists.org archival outlook  •  july/august 2009  |  19

washington beat by Leland J. White, Director of the National Coalition for History
lwhite@historycoalition.org

Hearing Focuses on Challenges Facing Next U.S. Archivist
The House Oversight and Government Reform 

Committee’s Subcommittee on Information Policy, Census and 
the National Archives held a hearing on May 21 to consider 
the policy issues facing a new Archivist of the United States. 
Dr. Thomas Battle, director of the Moorland-Spingarn Research 
Center at Howard University, submitted testimony on behalf 
of SAA. A summary of the key issues that will face the next 
Archivist of the United States is listed below. 

Any consideration of the issues facing the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA) must begin with 
a discussion of resources, both financial and human. Congress 
and various administrations have given NARA additional 
responsibilities without a commensurate increase in funding. 
The top priority for the new Archivist should be to address 
the growing processing backlog. Congress should give NARA 
the financial resources necessary to not only process the exist-
ing backlogs of historical materials, but also to keep up with 
the exponential increase of new records. NARA is also facing 
the retirement of a large percentage of its workforce and the 
agency must employ and train a new generation of archives 
professionals. 

A report measuring job satisfaction among federal employ-
ees was recently issued and the National Archives finished 
twenty-ninth out of thirty large federal agencies. The first  
challenge the new Archivist will face is improving NARA’s 
organizational culture and restoring morale at the agency.

The next Archivist of the United States will need the  
full backing of the president, as well as vigilant congressional 
oversight, to ensure that all branches of the government adhere 
to the legal requirements of the Federal Records Act and the 
Presidential Records Act. 

Last fall Congress directed NARA to prepare a report (due 
this summer) that suggests alternative models for the presiden-
tial library system. Reforming the operations, maintenance, 
and funding of the libraries should be a priority.

The long-delayed Electronic Records Archives (ERA) sys-
tem is an essential tool for the NARA of today and tomorrow. 
Mandatory use of the ERA by all federal agencies is currently 
scheduled to begin in January 2011 and the new Archivist 
must ensure that the ERA meets this deadline. 

Over-classification of government information not only 
denies or delays public access to records, but also squanders 
resources by adding to the backlog of records that go through 
the convoluted declassification process. The Archivist should 
play a key role within the administration in the development 
of the forthcoming government-wide Controlled Unclassified 
Information policy. The new Archivist should also advocate  
for the establishment of a National Declassification Center  
at NARA. 

NARA must expand online access to finding aids and  
digitized portions of its collections and maintain extended 

research hours so that citizens can access materials that are 
only available at NARA’s facilities. 

The records and artifacts entrusted to NARA’s stewardship 
are truly national treasures. To improve historical and civic 
literacy, NARA should continue to expand its excellent educa-
tional and public programs.

Support the National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission’s grant program. The administration and the  
new Archivist should work towards the passage of legislation 
(H.R. 1556) to reauthorize the NHPRC at an annual level of 
$20 million for fiscal years 2010–2014.

National Coalition for History Comments on NARA  
Proposal to Reform the Presidential Library System

NARA sought public comment in March on cost effective 
ways to modify the current system of archiving and providing 
public access to presidential records. The National Coalition 
for History (NCH) submitted its comments to NARA on April 
29. To see a copy of NCH’s letter to NARA, go to: http://histo-
rycoalition.org/advocacy/live-pages/nch-comments-on-nara-presiden-
tial-library-system/. 

The Presidential Historical Records Preservation Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110-404) contains several provisions regard-
ing presidential libraries and the system for archiving presiden-
tial records. The Act requires the Archivist of the United States 
to submit to Congress a report providing alternative models  
for presidential libraries that will: reduce the financial burden 
on the federal government; improve the preservation of presi-
dential records; and reduce the delay in public access to all 
presidential records.

Comments made by the NCH focused on six topics: fund-
ing, centralization, declassification, White House coordination 
with NARA, technological issues, and balancing the demands 
of preservation and access. The following is a summary of the 
major points made by the NCH. 

Funding. NCH expressed concerns that Congress and 
administrations from both parties continually place heavier 
burdens on the National Archives while not providing the com-
mensurate funding to meet these new obligations. Presidential 
libraries should not merit special earmarks for facilities main-
tenance while core services and programs both at the libraries 
and throughout NARA (such as research room hours, archives 
staff and the NHPRC) are cut or face elimination.

Centralization. The presidential library system is by 
definition de-centralized geographically, operationally, and 
financially. However, significant opportunities exist to meet 
Congress’ objectives by providing for centralized operations in 
key areas that include: declassification; improved integration  
of White House and NARA procedures and processes for  

continued on page 28
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national news clips

AIC Says No on Certification for Conservators
On March 6, the American Institute for Conservation’s 

Board of Directors announced the results of the member vote 
on implementing a certification program for conservators. 
Seventy-three percent of AIC members cast a vote, with 59 
percent opposed to it and 41 percent in favor of it. The board 
said it will end all work on developing a certification program 
for the foreseeable future.

Newspaper Archive Posts One Millionth Page
Through an extensive database launched two years ago, 

decades of the country’s newspapers can be searched online 
for major events and history-making names, as well as family 
connections and local celebrations. The Library of Congress 
and the National Endowment for the Humanities have worked 
together for 20 years to preserve old newspapers, first through 
microfilm and now digitization. On June 16, officials from 
both federally funded agencies gathered at the Newseum in 
Washington, D.C., to announce that Chronicling America 
(chroniclingamerica.loc.gov) has now posted its millionth page. 
The site allows viewers access to newspaper pages from 1880 
to 1922 and to find information about American newspapers 
published between 1690 and the present.

Library of Congress and National Archives on YouTube  
On April 6 the Library of Congress launched a channel on 

YouTube that features an initial selection of 75 videos drawn 
from the Library’s historical collections and from recent events 
filmed at the Library. Find it at: http://www.youtube.com/ 
libraryofcongress. On June 19 the National Archives launched 
its YouTube channel to showcase popular archived films 
and promote its exhibits. Find it at: www.youtube.com/
USNationalArchives.

Report Explores Open Source Public Workstations in Libraries  
The April issue of Library Technology Reports includes an 

article by John Houser on the potential benefits of open-source 
workstations for libraries. Houser prepared the report while a 
senior technology consultant for PALINET, a regional library 
cooperative. (PALINET and SOLINET merged and formed a 
new organization, Lyrasis, in April.) Case studies explore open-
source implementations in several public libraries, track their 
success, and include implications for the profession as a whole. 
This report will help library decision makers with alternatives 
to Microsoft Windows-based PCs running Microsoft Office. 
Learn more at: http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/.

4940 Hampden Lane, Suite 300, Bethesda, MD 20814
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Miriam Nisbet Appointed Director of the  
Office of Government Information Services

Acting Archivist of the United 
States Adrienne Thomas announced 
June 10 that Miriam Nisbet (left) has 
been appointed director of the Office 
of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) within the National Archives 

and Records Administration. The OGIS is a new organization 
established under the OPEN Government Act of 2007 and will 
provide policy guidance and mediation services for Freedom  
of Information Act activities government-wide. Since 2007, 
Nisbet has been director of the Information Society Division 
of the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), located in Paris. She is responsible 
for two major UNESCO programs: Information for All and 
Memory of the World. Her division also supports libraries and 
archives, particularly in developing countries, and promotes 
the use of information and communication technologies for 
education, science, culture and development. Prior to her 
UNESCO appointment, Nisbet was the legislative counsel 
at the American Library Association. She served as Special 
Counsel for Information Policy at the National Archives from 
1994 to 1999.

—National Archives

Immigration Files to Become Part of National Archives 
Historical government files that chronicle the lives of 

immigrants in the U.S. will become part of the National 
Archives instead of being destroyed, officials announced June 
3. The “alien registration files,” or A-files, document both 
legal and illegal immigrants’ interaction with the govern-
ment through registration forms, interview transcripts, health 
records, photographs, marriage licenses and recordings. U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services began transferring the 
documents for preservation by archivists in June. The immigra-
tion agency maintains about 53 million A-files and will transfer 
them 100 years after an individual’s birth date, with the first 
files expected to be available next summer. In the past A-files 
were considered “temporary records” and could be discarded 
75 years from the date of last action.

—Los Angeles Times

New Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
A request from the Jicarilla Apache Nation tribe to assume 

responsibility for certain State Historic Preservation Officer 
duties within the exterior boundaries of their New Mexico 
reservation has been formally approved by the National Park 
Service. A complete list of tribes that have assumed State 
Historical Preservation Officer functions is at http://grants.
cr.nps.gov/thpo/index.cfm.

Mormon Church Opens History Library 
A new Latter-day Saints Church History Library opened 

in Salt Lake City on June 22, located at the northeast corner 
of Temple Square, site of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. “This will be the first time that the Church’s his-
torical library will have a public face,” said Church History 
Department managing director Steven Olsen. The Church’s 
historical records have been kept in its Church Office Building 
until now. The new facility has ten main storage rooms. 

—Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Penn Historical Society Builds Center for Americana
The Historical Society of 

Pennsylvania in Philadelphia has 
established the “Digital Center for 
Americana,” a new branch of the 
archives department that will use 
innovative methods to process col-
lections and make them available 
online. The pilot project will focus 
on cataloguing 51 of the Society’s 
significant 19th-century collections 
and digitizing thousands of letters, 
photographs, artwork, and other 
documents in time to commemo-
rate the Civil War’s sesquicenten-
nial in 2011–2015. The Society 
plans to begin the 16-month proj-
ect this summer, and will purchase 
digitization equipment and hire 
several project staff. 

University of Pittsburgh Press Titles Available Again 
The University of Pittsburgh Press, in collaboration with 

the University of Pittsburgh Library System and the Chicago 
Digital Distribution Center, is making nearly 500 out-of-print 
titles available again for scholars and students. The book titles 
are now part of the University of Pittsburgh Press Digital 
Editions (UPPDE) collection, fully searchable and freely acces-
sible on the Internet through the University of Pittsburgh 
Library System’s D-Scribe Digital Publishing Program. Check  
it out at www.upress.pitt.edu (click on “Digital Editions”). 

—University of Pittsburgh

Toolkit Helps Library Advocates Make Their Case  
The American Library Association has a Web-based 

resource to help library advocates make the case for librar-
ies during tough economic times. The “Advocating in a Tough 
Economy” toolkit is available at www.ala.org/tougheconomy-
toolkit. The toolkit contains information on how to work with 
decision-makers and the media, and offers talking points. v
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Director of Archives Matthew Lyons 
looks at sketches of Civil War prison 
camps.
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world view Thomas Connors, George Washington University

National Archives of Scotland Salutes Whiskey Month
The National Archives of Scotland created a special 

exhibition to mark Whiskey Month as part of Homecoming 
Scotland 2009, a year-long celebration of Scottish heritage and 
ancestry. The exhibition ran in Edinburgh in May and June. 
On display was the parchment Exchequer Roll of 1494, the 
earliest Scottish document to mention whiskey. The roll (not 
normally on display due to its age and fragility) records that 
Friar John Cor was allowed “eight bolls of malt from royal 
lands to make aquavite.” The exhibit also covers the wreck of 
the S.S. Politician in 1941 and the unauthorized salvaging of its 
whiskey cargo by Outer Hebrides islanders. The novel and film 
“Whiskey Galore!” were based on the wreck. Other items on 
exhibit came from the collections of Diageo plc, John Dewar & 
Sons Ltd, and a private collector of whiskey memorabilia. 

Copenhagen Conference Looks at Archives and Human Rights
A conference on “Memory, Archives and Human Rights” 

was held in Copenhagen, Denmark, and Malmo, Sweden, in 
early June. Discussion topics included forced deportations in 
Finland, ethnic identity, archives and transitional justice, the 
politics of archives and memory, the records of apartheid, and 
the Palestinian refugee records project. A reception was held at 
the Malmo Museum to coincide with the opening of a traveling 
exhibit on Nelson Mandela mounted by the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation.

Caron Named Librarian and Archivist of Canada
Daniel J. Caron has been appointed the Librarian and 

Archivist of Canada, effective April 24. He succeeds Ian 
Wilson, who retired in April. Caron has held various posi-
tions in the Canadian government since 1982. Caron joined 
the National Archives of Canada in 2003 as the director gen-
eral of the Corporate Management Branch and then moved 
into the newly created Library and Archives Canada. In 2008, 
he became senior assistant deputy minister of the Corporate 
Management and Horizontal Integration Sector. He earned a 
master’s degree in economics from the Université Laval and 
a Ph.D in applied human sciences from the Université de 
Montréal. 

State Department to Send U.S. Archivist to Italy’s Abruzzo Region  
The U.S. Department of State has joined forces with 

the National Italian American Foundation in a public-private 
partnership to bring an American response to the people of 
Abruzzo, Italy, after the devastation caused by the April 6 
earthquake. The focus of this partnership is to direct aid to 
L’Aquila University to restore its role as an academic, social, 
and economic engine for the Abruzzo region. Among the  
initial projects is “Preserving Archives.” The State Department 
will send a U.S. archivist in the fall or early next year to 
perform an in-depth assessment of information resources 
in L’Aquila and to evaluate the needs of various libraries in 
L’Aquila, including digitalization of records.

—U.S. Department of State

Archives Reveal Secrets of the Stasi 
The archives of former East Germany’s secret police 

force—the Stasi—have revealed that a West German police 
officer who shot and killed a student protester in 1967 was an 
East German agent. In May 2009, researchers working in the 
Birthler Agency (which oversees the Stasi files) came across 
seventeen volumes of documents relating to Sergeant Karl-
Heinz Kurras, whose Stasi code name was Otto Bohl. Kurras 
shot Benno Ohnesorg on June 2, 1967, during a Berlin protest 
against the Shah of Iran’s visit to West Germany. The killing set 
off the West German student protest movement that led to the 
nationwide turmoil of 1968. Kurras had been a member of the 
East German Socialist Unity Party and a Stasi agent since 1955. 

After the discovery of the Kurras files, questions were 
raised as to whether the policeman was acting on direct orders 
from the East. Though tried twice for negligent homicide, 
Kurras was acquitted both times. After the release of the files, 
new charges were brought against him by the Association of 
Victims of Stalinism. There have also been calls for stripping 
him of his pension (Kurras is now 81 and remains unrepen-
tant). It is believed that 50,000 people worked for the Stasi in 
West Germany and only a fraction of the Stasi archives have 
been officially registered, so other cases of Stasi infiltration  
are expected to come to light. v
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Around SAA . . .
Make an Impact with the American Archives Month PR Kit 

October is American Archives Month and the 2009 
American Archives Month Public Relations Kit created by 
SAA provides basic materials to help archivists make their 
archives program more visible and appreciated. “Celebrate 
the American Record” and make an impact on the public and 
decision-makers by using ideas presented in the kit. Included 
are tips to develop a communication plan, talking points on the 
value of archives, easy steps to obtain media coverage, and a 
poster. The kit is enclosed with this issue of Archival Outlook. 

Enter SAA’s Make an Impact Contest 
In conjunction with American Archives Month (October), 

SAA is holding the “Make an Impact!” Contest to find out how 
members best promote and celebrate their archives. You can 
enter in three categories: Best Poster to Promote 2009 Archives 
Month/Week; Best Successfully Implemented Campaign; and 
Best Astonishing Idea. For details, see the American Archives 
Month Public Relations Kit. Entries must be submitted by 
October 31, 2009, to SAA at saahq@archivists.org. Submissions 
will be displayed online at www.archivists.org so SAA members 
can vote for the best entry in each category. Voting will take 
place online from November 9 to 30. One winner from each 
category will be announced the first week of December.

American Archivist in JSTOR 
SAA signed an agreement in April for the American 

Archivist to participate in JSTOR, an independent not-for-
profit organization that is dedicated to making a wide range 
of intellectual content available in a trusted digital archive. 
The JSTOR archive includes the complete back runs of 
more than 800 journals, which are available to libraries. The 
American Archivist will be part of the newly developing Arts 
and Sciences VII collection under “Library and Information 
Sciences.” The entire run of the journal is projected to debut  
in 2010. Recently retired SAA Fellow Charles Schultz has  
generously donated his back issues of the journal (1963 
through 2008) for use by JSTOR. SAA is seeking issues from 
1938–1962. Contact Teresa Brinati at 312/606-0722 if you 
would like to share your back issues for this project. 

Follow SAA on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn 
Members can follow SAA using popular social media tools. 
The Society has a new, official Facebook page (http://www.
facebook.com/pages/Society-of-American-Archivists/87775093380) 
that includes an open discussion forum. Follow and tweet 
on Twitter at http://twitter.com/archivists_org. Or, join SAA’s 
LinkedIn group at http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=52874. 

Available directly from the
following Regional Networks
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• Unparalleled security tracking
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ELiZABETH ADkiNs has accepted a 
position as senior manager of Global 
Records and Information Management 
for the Computer Sciences Corporation 
in Falls Church, Virginia. She begins 
her new job on July 13. Adkins pre-
viously worked for the Ford Motor 
Company as manager of Global 

Archives and Audiovisual Assets. She served as SAA President 
in 2006–2007. 

ALAN L. BAiN retired from the Smithsonian Institution 
Archives (SIA) on May 8, 2009. Bain was an historian, assistant 
and associate archivist, archivist and director of the Archives 
Division, and director of the Technical Services Division. He 
began working at the Smithsonian in 1971. Under his supervi-
sion the SIA microfilmed the United States National Museum 
accession records, developed SIA’s first automated system for 
name and subject indices to finding aids, carried out archival 
and records management surveys, and produced the first pub-
lished general records disposition schedules in 1985. 

BrENDA BANks of Banks Archives 
Consultants and the GEOrGiA 
ArCHiVEs received the Governor’s 
Award from the Georgia Humanities 
Council in May. The award recognizes 
local community members who are 
working to increase the understanding 
and appreciation of the humanities  

           in Georgia.

BETTY sUE FLOwErs retired as direc-
tor of the Lyndon Baines Johnson 
Library and Museum in May, a post 
she held for seven years. According 
to Tom Johnson, chairman of the 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation, 
Flowers’s initiatives at the LBJ Library 
and Museum include launching the 

Presidential Timeline of the 20th Century project, the release 
of recorded phone conversations from the Johnson adminis-
tration, activities commemorating President Johnson’s 100th 
birthday, the tribute to Lady Bird Johnson, and repair of the 
LBJ Plaza. 

sUsAN HAMBUrGEr, manuscripts cat-
aloging librarian at Pennsylvania State 
University in University Park, has been 
promoted from associate university 
librarian to university librarian effec-
tive July 1. Hamburger joined Penn 
State in 1994.

rOD HOUsE was appointed Idaho’s 
state archivist by the Idaho State 
Historical Society in April. House has 
been an archivist with the agency since 
1999 and recently served as interim 
state archivist from November 2008  
to April 2009. 

MAGGiE kiMBALL retired as Stanford 
University’s archivist on July 2. 
Kimball has worked on the Stanford 
campus in Palo Alto, California, for 
more than 26 years. She became its 
third university archivist in 1990. 
Stanford awarded her the Cuthbertson 
Award in 2003 for her contributions to 

the university. Kimball will move to New Mexico with her  
husband and her thoroughbred horse, Misty. 

DEBrA kiMOk is one of seven recipi-
ents of the 2009 Chancellor’s Award 
for Excellence awarded by the State 
University of New York (SUNY). 
Kimok, senior assistant librarian for 
SUNY in Plattsburgh, received the 
“Excellence in Librarianship” for her 
work in the Feinberg Library’s Special 

Collections and in the library instruction program. Kimok is 
currently vice-chair of SAA’s Records Management Roundtable. 

The OhioLINK EAD FACTORy (Finding Aid Creation Tool and 
Online Repository) recently won a Society of Ohio Archivists 
Merit Award. The FACTORy is a joint project of the EAD Task 
Force and Kent State University Libraries. The award was 
presented at the Society of Ohio Archivists annual meeting in 
May. Task force members include JANET CArLETON (Ohio 
University), David Gaj and CArA GiLGENBACH (Kent State), 
BETH kATTELMAN and Amy McCrory (Ohio State), Rhonda 
Rinehart (University of Akron), Meg Spernoga and Sheila Yeh 
(OhioLINK), and TONi VANDEN BOs (Wright State).

The California Historical Records 
Advisory Board has awarded the 
“Archival Award of Excellence” to 
BrADLEY wEsTBrOOk for his role in 
developing the Archivists Toolkit (AT). 
Westbrook works for the University 
of California, San Diego Libraries as 
head of the Metadata Analysis and 

Specification Unit. The award is funded by the Society of 
California Archivists. Westbrook has been the AT project  
manager since its inception in 2004.

currents
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HArriET OsTrOFF DiCkEr, 79, 
the longtime editor of the National 
Union Catalog of Manuscript 
Collections (NUCMC) at the 
Library of Congress, died April 12, 
2009. She earned a master’s degree 
in library science from Columbia 
University. Dicker found employ-

ment at the Library of Congress in 1952. She retired in 
1994 as head of the Manuscripts Section in the Special 
Materials Cataloging Division. Dicker was an enthusiastic 
advocate for manuscript cataloging and for the NUCMC.  
A resolution of the Council of the Society of American 
Archivists on the occasion of her retirement recognized 
her important role in widening bibliographic access to the 
nation’s documentary heritage. Dicker’s love of organizing 
and classification spilled over into her hobbies as well. She 
had a huge collection of catalogued recipes and cookbooks 
and co-produced a subject guide to specialty cookbooks.

LUCiLE M. kANE, 89, a distin-
guished archivist and historian, 
died May 30, 2009, in Wisconsin. 
Kane was curator of manuscripts 
at the Minnesota Historical Society 
and later head of its Division of 
Archives and Manuscripts from 
1948 until her retirement in 

1979. She wrote A Guide to the Care and Administration 
of Manuscripts, published in 1966 by the American 
Association for State and Local History. Her historical 
publications include The Falls of St. Anthony: The Waterfall 
that Built Minneapolis and Military Life in the Dakotas: The 
Journal of Philippe Regis de Trobriand. Kane discovered a 
celebrated cache of original records of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition of 1803–1806, and directed the acquisition of 
the corporate records of the Great Northern and Northern 
Pacific railroads. She was an SAA Fellow, and active in the 
organization for many years.

BrOTHEr PAUL NOVOsAL, s.M., 
90, died May 24, 2009, in San 
Antonio, Texas. Novosal entered 
the Society of Mary (Marianists) 
in 1936 and served as a teacher, 
librarian, and archivist. He worked 
on the campus of St. Mary’s 
University in San Antonio for more 

than 60 years and was instrumental in the development 
and construction of two libraries on campus. Novosal was 
responsible for the Province Archives at St. Mary’s for 35 
years, working there until 2008.

in Memoriam
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The 2010 Program Committee invites submissions for ses-
sion proposals for the Joint Meeting of the Council of State 
Archivists, the National Association of Government Archives and 
Records Administrators, and the Society of American Archivists 
in Washington, D.C., August 10–15, 2010. We invite you to pro-
pose sessions that will be of interest to the profession or volun-
teer to share your own knowledge and expertise as a presenter.

An important goal of DC 2010 is to broaden our perspec-
tives and to focus on the commonalities among archivists 
in all specializations and records administrators working 
in different settings. The Committee actively seeks proposals 
that incorporate the concerns of those working in government 
settings and that address topics of concern to all the sponsoring 
groups. Proposals that address other aspects of contemporary 
archival theory and practice also are strongly encouraged and 
welcome. Suggestions and tips for preparing a successful pro-
posal are available on the conference website at: www.archivists.
org/conference/proposals101.

Proposals will be evaluated on the strength of the 75-word 
abstract, the diversity of the speakers and their experience, the 
completeness of the proposal, and attention to the meeting’s 
organizing goals. To improve your chance of acceptance, please 
submit a fully fleshed-out session proposal, including the names 
and contact information for the proposed chair and all speakers. 
(Proposals that are submitted without this information will not  
be considered.)  

The Program Committee encourages submissions of proposals 
that may include, but are not limited to, the following formats:

• Traditional. Open session (i.e., unlimited attendance) of 90 
minutes, consisting of two or three fully prepared papers of 
15 minutes each and a comment-and-discussion period. 
Please do not propose a session of more than three speak-
ers. A chair is not required for this format; chair duties may 
be performed by one of the speakers, who must also be 
designated as the key contact for the session. Paper titles 
are required.

• Work in Progress. Open session (i.e., unlimited atten-
dance) of 90 minutes, consisting of three presentations of 
15 minutes each, describing ongoing research topics and 

including at least 45 minutes for feedback and discussion. 
Paper titles are required.

• Panel Discussion. Open session (i.e., unlimited atten-
dance) of 90 minutes, consisting of a panel of three to five 
individuals who informally discuss a variety of theories or 
perspectives on the given topic. No paper titles are required. 
A moderator or commentator is recommended.

• Workshop. Limited-enrollment session of 90 minutes,  
usually designed to teach or refine skills. No paper titles  
are required.

• Seminar/Roundtable. Limited-enrollment session of 90 
minutes, usually designed as a directed discussion among 
attendees sharing a common experience or preparation.

• Special Focus Session. Open session (i.e., unlimited 
attendance) of 60 minutes designed to highlight innovative 
archives or records management programs, new tech-
niques, and research projects. Audience participation is  
significant. No paper titles are required.

• Poster Presentation. Report in which information is sum-
marized using brief written statements and graphic materi-
als, such as photographs, charts, graphs, and/or diagrams 
mounted on a poster board. Posters will be on display dur-
ing the meeting, and presenters will be assigned a specific 
time at which they must be with their poster to discuss it 
with attendees.

An important reminder:  Archivists and records managers 
who participate in the program must register and secure insti-
tutional or personal funding. Participants who are not archivists 
or records managers, or who are from outside the United States 
and Canada, may be eligible for complimentary registration upon 
request. CoSA, NAGARA, and SAA cannot provide funding for 
speakers, whether they are international, non-archivists, non-
records managers, members, or nonmembers.

For additional information, contact 2010 Program 
Committee Co-chairs Jelain Chubb and Ben Primer at:   
conference@archivists.org. 

call for Program 
ProPosals

To submit a proposal, please use the form on the  
conference website at:  www.archivists.org/conference/.

PROPOSALS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY  
SEPTEMBER 24, 2009. Proposals received  
after the deadline cannot be considered.
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The Committee on Education of the Society of American 
Archivists invites submission of proposals for half-day, one-
day, or two-day workshops and seminars throughout the 
year. Proposals that are accepted may be offered at various 
locations around the country, including as pre-conference 
workshops at SAA’s annual meeting.

Proposals must be e-mailed (preferred) and include all 
supporting materials required by the Committee on Education 
in order to be considered. Criteria for workshop material 
and what reviewers look for can be found in the “Program 
Development” section under the “Education and Events” 
menu on SAA’s website at www.archivists.org. Contact edu-
cation@archivists.org if you have questions. 

Proposals submitted by October 1, 2009, will be 
reviewed specifically for the pre-conference pro-
grams that will be held in conjunction with the Joint 
Meeting of the Council of State Archivists, the National 
Association of Government Archives and Records 
Administrators, and the Society of American Archivists 
in Washington, D.C., August 10–15, 2010. 

Proposals should be in response to the Committee on 
Education’s current Request for Proposals at http://www.
archivists.org/prof-education/programDevelopment.asp or 

build on (or enhance) SAA’s current continuing education  
curriculum at http://www.archivists.org/prof-education/
course_catalog.asp. 

Proposals may be developed with a specific group 
in mind or for the broader audience of all SAA members. 
Programs are presented in one of the following formats:

•	 Workshop. Intensive, problem-focused learning experi-
ence that actively involves up to 35 participants in iden-
tifying and analyzing problems and in developing and 
evaluating solutions.

•	 Seminar.	Education session in which 45 or more partici-
pants obtain information from a knowledgeable resource 
person in a given content area that  allows time for ques-
tions, interaction, and discussion. 

•	 Web	Seminar. A 90-minute session that involves the 
use of a PC and telephone, allowing instructors to pres-
ent a short program using a PowerPoint™ presentation 
and interact with participants via phone and e-mail.

Send your proposal(s) to: Solveig De Sutter, Director of 
Education, Society of American Archivists, 17 North State 
Street, Suite 1425, Chicago, IL 60602-3315; via fax at  
312-606-0728; or via e-mail to sdesutter@archivists.org. 

Organize. Preserve. Protect.

Gaylord is committed to providing archivists the tools 
you need to manage your valuable collections. With 
our wide selection of quality archival products, the 
past that you protect will be safe long into the future.

For your 2009 Gaylord Archival Catalog, 
call 1-800-448-6160 or go to 
Gaylord.com/GaylordCatalog.

SOLANDER CASES

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

VIEWING FOLDERSPAMPHLET BINDERS

CUSTOM BOXES

DIGITIZATION SERVICES ARTIFACT STORAGE

call for saa WorkshoP ProPosals
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The Public’s Need for strong institutional stewardship of the American Historical record

The records found in our nation’s archives ensure administrative continuity, help hold government officials account-
able for their actions, and create documentary sources through which we come to understand our society. Because  
of the importance of these functions, archival institutions at all levels of government and throughout society must  
be adequately funded. Funding should include both sufficient support for ongoing operations and opportunities (such 
as grants) for extraordinary funding to enable archives to preserve for the public unusual documentary opportunities.

[Link to specific legislative items or current issues regarding federal legislative authorization and funding, such as 
NHPRC, PAHR, NDIIP, NARA’s Electronic Records Archive, Save America’s Treasures. For example:  

Federal Legislative Authorization and Funding:  The National Endowment for the Humanities, the National 
Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), the Institute for Museum and Library Services (IMLS), 
other federal agencies, and the proposed Preserving America’s Historical Record Act (PAHR) are sources of special 
funding for archives that support innovative, and often collaborative, projects that help to establish best practices 
that can be fostered throughout the archives community.

•	 NHPRC:  SAA supports reauthorization of NHPRC by the 111th Congress with a funding level of $20 million. 
This funding level will ensure that the agency can adequately and appropriately support projects not only to 
preserve and make accessible nationally significant records, but also to serve as models of best practices for 
archives of all types.

•	 PAHR:  The Preserving America’s Historical Record Act (H.R. 2256) would create a federally funded formula 
grant program to provide essential resources to support and enhance the ability of state and local records 
sources to provide access to the “other half” of America’s story—that, is, those significant records that are 
kept by sources other than the federal government. SAA supports authorization and funding of PAHR at  
$50 million.]

creation; acquisition; transfer of records and artifacts destined 
for a presidential library; and the use of technology.

Declassification. NCH supports the creation of a National 
Declassification Center in Washington, D.C., to expedite the 
declassification of materials held by federal departments and 
agencies. This center would house all future classified presi-
dential records from the end of an administration until their 
eventual declassification. At that time they would be trans-
ferred to the appropriate presidential library and made avail-
able to the public. 

Greater white House and NArA Coordination. For 
years archivists and historians have called for improved coor-
dination between NARA and the White House for the effective 
transfer of records and artifacts from the Executive Office of 
the President to NARA. There is room for significant savings 
over the lifecycle of presidential records and artifacts if issues 
related to these materials are consistently coordinated from 
the beginning of each administration. Another benefit of such 
integrated efforts would be the reliable identification and 
preservation of all presidential records of enduring value and 
preventing the loss of such essential evidence before it reaches 
NARA’s custody. 

Technology. Effective use of various tools such as the 
Electronic Records Archive (ERA) system and digital scanning 

technology will change the way we do research. These tools 
will allow for centralized preservation and storage of records 
and broadly decentralized access to these materials. NARA 
needs to plan carefully for this transition and coordinate with 
the Obama Administration (and future administrations) to 
ensure that taxpayers and patrons realize the full benefit  
of these technological advancements.

Balancing Preservation and Access. As one alterna-
tive model in the notice seeking comment, NARA asserts that 
“Presidential records can be processed more efficiently if  
they are processed systematically, rather than under FOIA, 
during the years in which the Presidential Records Act  
restrictions apply….” The work of systematic processing need 
not—and should not—be done at the expense of public access 
to public records. The NCH strongly opposes any alterna-
tive that would set efforts to process records systematically 
over and above public access to presidential records via the 
Freedom of Information Act during the twelve-year period 
when the Presidential Records Act restrictions apply. On the 
contrary, the FOIA should be given greater support. Indeed, 
as suggested above, the nature and extent of past and current 
FOIA requests should be factored into processing schedules. 
NCH recommends that NARA make its approach to establish-
ing processing priorities for presidential records more system-
atic and transparent. v 

Washington Beat
continued from page 19

Advocacy Agenda
continued from page 15
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Life After Retiring: Eva Moseley 
Editor’s Note: In the Nov./Dec. 2008 issue of Archival Outlook, 
we asked SAA members who have retired to tell us what they are 
doing now. Eva Moseley enthusiastically responded to our request. 
Moseley, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, retired in 1999 after 
working for 28 years for the Schlesinger Library on the History  
of Women in America at 
Radcliffe College. She was 
the curator of manuscripts 
from 1972 to 1999 and 
served as its acting director 
in 1994/1995. Moseley is a 
Certified Archivist and an 
SAA Fellow. She served on 
the SAA Council from 
1984 to 1987. 

in her own words
George W. Bush 

became president nine-
teen months after I 
retired. His disastrous 
wars, assault on civil lib-
erties, and excessive secrecy led me to change the emphasis 
of my retirement years, increasingly toward anti-war and 
other political work. (Even with a new and better president, 
there is plenty to lobby and protest about.)

Before that, though, I launched three archival proj-
ects: conducted oral histories of “inmates” living in an old 
folks home across the street from my house; formed the 

Cambridge Archives Committee (CAC), bringing together 
large and small repositories with records of Cambridge (and 
doing so with a co-chair who is not an archivist); and created 
an exhibition on children that includes documents from more 
than a dozen Harvard University repositories (including the 
Schlesinger Library, where I’d worked for 28 years). 

All of these projects entailed supervision, scheduling, 
budgeting, and other 
administrative tasks. 
Rushing to finish  
a second grant pro-
posal for the CAC,  
I realized that what  
I was doing was a lot 
like work.

The exhibition, 
“Growing Up Is Hard 
To Do” appeared in 
2005, other volunteers 
took over the oral his-
tory project, and both 
CAC projects were 
funded. Now oth-
ers are running the 

committee, while I just go to meetings and try not to keep 
reminding the members how we used to do things (better). 

My advice to new retirees is volunteer—in archival work 
or not—if you’re so inclined. But unless you’re extremely 
dedicated and energetic, or still have something to prove, 
don’t create and run your own projects. At least not more 
than one at a time!  v

Eva Moseley, left, holds an anti-war sign during a demonstration in Boston earlier this year. At right 
are four like-minded individuals who also participate in the weekly protest.
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Roundtable Set Up for Archivists Toolkit Forum 
The Archivists’ Toolkit (aka the AT) Roundtable will hold 

its first meeting on August 12 at the Joint Annual Meeting of 
SAA and CoSA in Austin, Texas. The roundtable was estab-
lished in February and will focus on key issues that develop 
when using the AT software tool. The theme of the inaugural 
meeting is Community Development. If you are interested 
in participating, you can join the roundtable at http://archi-
vists.org/saagroups/roundtables.asp. Go to “Archivists’ Toolkit 
Roundtable” and click on “Join/Leave” at the top of the page.

EAD Tag Library Now Available via ePublications 
The full version of the Encoded Archival Description: Tag 

Library (Version 2002) is now available for download at http://
www.archivists.org/publications/epubs/index.asp. This essential 
tool for archivists, librarians, and allied professionals lists and 
defines elements and attributes, and indicates their relationship 
to one another.

Restrictions Lifted on Roundtable Participation 
SAA members may now join an unlimited number of SAA 

roundtables via SAA’s website. Following a change in policy, 
roundtable rosters and e-mail discussion lists have been inte-
grated and will provide leaders with more reliable administra-
tive tools. You can join a roundtable by visiting http://www.
archivists.org/saagroups/roundtables.asp and clicking on the “Join/
Leave” link at the top of each group page. Non-members may 
continue to join roundtables as list participants. Roundtable list 
discussions are also archived and can be found online at http://
forums.archivists.org/read/. 

Students to Receive Only Electronic Edition of American Archivist 
Beginning with the next issue of the American Archivist 

(Fall/Winter 2009), SAA student members will have access  
only to the electronic edition and will no longer receive a  
print copy. This change in distribution is necessary to allocate 
much-needed resources to content development and electronic 
access. Members who want to decline changes to their existing 
membership order should contact SAA at servicecenter@ 
archivists.org or call 1-866-722-7858 by August 31. v

Around SAA
continued from page 23
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CALENDAR
May 20–23
The Society of Southwest Archivists will hold its 
annual meeting in Shreveport, Louisiana. The 
theme is “Into the Future Full Steam Ahead.” For 
more information, go to: http://southwestarchivists.
org/HTML/Meeting.htm. 

May 29
The Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists will 
hold its Spring Meeting in Castle Rock, Colorado. 
For more information, go to: http://www.srmarchi-
vists.org/. 

June 3–5
The New York Archives Conference will host 
their 2009 Annual Conference at LeMoyne 
College in Syracuse, New York. Program includes 
workshops, a plenary speaker, conference ses-
sions, Thursday evening reception, Friday lun-
cheon, and tours. On-campus housing available 
and scholarships for attending the conference 
will be offered. More information is available at 
http://www.nyarchivists.org/. 

June 4–5
The Conservation Center for Art and Historic 
Artifacts will present a two-day program in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on Managing and 
Preserving Archival Collections. The program 
is an overview of archival best practices and is 
intended for anyone who works with archival 
collections. For more information and to register 
online, go to www.ccaha.org, or call 215-545-0613. 

July 15–18
The National Association of Government 
Archives and Records Administrators (NAGARA) 
will hold its Annual Meeting in Seattle, 
Washington. Conference theme is “Meeting the 
Information Challenge.” For more information, 
go to: http://www.nagara.org/. 

July 15–18
The Conservation Center for Art and Historic 
Artifacts will present “A Race Against Time: 
Preserving our Audiovisual Media” in Denver, 
Colorado. The program is for curators, collec-
tion managers, librarians, archivists, and others 
involved in managing machine-based media col-
lections in cultural institutions. Fee for the two-
day program is $200; a second seminar will be 
held in Atlanta in October. To register online or 
for more information, go to www.ccaha.org, call 
215-545-0613.

September 8–11
The International Council on Archives’ “Section 
on University and Research Institution Archives” 
will hold its conference and fourth meeting on 
scientific archives in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Theme 
is “Nature of University and Research Institution 
Archives: An International Perspective.” For more 
information, see http://www.dundee.ac.uk/archives/
SUV2009/welcome- m. 

CALENDAR
September 8–11
The International Council on Archives’ “Section 
on University and Research Institution Archives” 
will hold its conference and fourth meeting on 
scientific archives in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Theme 
is “Nature of University and Research Institution 
Archives: An International Perspective.” For more 
information, see http://www.dundee.ac.uk/archives/
SUV2009/welcome-eng.htm. 

September 17–20
Archivists for Congregations of Women Religious 
will hold its 6th Triennial Conference in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Theme: “Trailblazers: 
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.” For more infor-
mation, contact Jan Harvey at 513-347-4080 or 
acwr@juno.com.

September 20–23
The Records Management Association of 
Australasia will hold its 26th International 
Convention in Adelaide, South Australia. 
“Striving 4 Balance” will address the balance 
among individual, business and government 
needs in relation to records, information and data 
management, and related business requirements. 
International keynote speakers include Karen 
Anderson (Sweden), Shadrack Katuu (South 
Africa), Nwanaphalama More (South Africa). 
Go to www.rmaa.com.au/natcon2009/ for more 
information and to download the Registration 
Program.

September 20–25
The International Association of Sound and 
Audiovisual Archives will hold its 40th Annual 
Conference in Athens, Greece. The theme of 
the 2009 conference is “Towards a New Kind of 
Archive? The Digital Philosophy in Audiovisual 
Archives.” It will be hosted by the Hellenic 
National Audiovisual Archive. For more  
information, go to: http://www.iasa2009.com/.  
Find information on IASA travel grants at:  
http://www.iasa-web.org/travel_grant.asp. 

September 22–23
The Conservation Center for Art and Historic 
Artifacts will hold a two-day program on 
“Focusing on Photographs: Identification and 
Preservation” in Philadelphia. Through lectures 
and hands-on demonstrations, learn how to 
identify different types of photographic media, 
re-house your photographic materials for preser-
vation; plan safe storage environments (including 
cold storage options); and develop appropriate 
collections care and handling procedures. For 
more information, go to: www.ccaha.org.
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2009/2010 Workshops 

Understanding Archives: Introduction  
to Principles and Practices  

October 1–2 • Mount Carroll, IL

Implementing  
“More Product, Less Process”  
October 13 • New York, NY
October 23 • Frankfort, KY

Achieving Email Account  
Preservation with XML  

October 23 • Denver, CO

Records Management for Archivists  
November 2–3 • Princeton, NJ

Understanding Photos: Introduction  
to Principles and Practices   

November 5–6 • New Orleans, LA

Advanced Appraisal for Archivists  
November 6 • Boston, MA 

Association Archives—Managing  
Your Institutional Memory  

November 6 • Spring Arbor, MI

Grant Proposal Writing  
November 16 • College Station, TX

Archivists’ Guide to Balancing Legal 
Issues in Photo Collections  

November 20 • Fort Worth, TX

Encoded Archival Description  
February 25–26 • New Orleans, LA 

Fundamentals of  
Acquisition & Appraisal 

March 15 • Princeton, NJ 

SAA EDUCATION CALENDAR

For more information, visit www.archivists.org and click on Education & Events.  
Questions? Contact us at education@archivists.org or 312-606-0722. 
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October 17
Home Movie Day will be held on this Saturday  
to provide individuals and families an opportuni-
ty to see and share their own home movies with 
their community and to see their neighbors too. 
It’s also a chance to learn how best to care for 
these films. For more information about the event 
and locations, go to: www.homemovieday.com. 

October 19–22
The Tribal Archives, Libraries and Museums 
2009 National Conference will be held in 
Portland, Oregon. Theme is “Streams of 
Language, Memory and Lifeways.” For more 
information, visit www.tribalconference.org. 

FUNDiNG
American Institute of Physics  
The Center for the History of Physics and 
the Niels Bohr Library and Archives at the  
American Institute of Physics announces the 
2009 “Grants to Archives.” The grants are avail-
able for physics, astronomy, and geophysics  
collections. The grants are intended to make 
accessible records, papers, and other primary 
sources that document the history of modern 
physics and allied fields (such as astronomy, 
geophysics, and optics). Grants may be up to 
$10,000 each and can be used to cover direct 
expenses connected with preserving, inventorying, 

arranging, describing, or cataloging appropriate 
collections. Expenses can include staff salaries 
and benefits and archival storage materials but 
not overhead or equipment. Application dead-
line is August 14, 2009. The center’s mission is 
to help preserve and make known the history of 
modern physics, astronomy, and allied sciences, 
and the grant program is intended to help sup-
port significant work to make original sources in 
these fields accessible to researchers. Preference 
will be given to medium-size or larger projects 
for which the grant will be matched by the par-
ent organization or other funding sources. For 
grant guidelines see http://www.aip.org/history/
grntgde.htm or call (301) 209-3165. Inquiries are 
welcome, and sample proposals are available.

CALL FoR PAPERS
2010 Virginia Forum
The Fifth Annual Virginia Forum will meet at 
Christopher Newport University in Newport 
News (located in Hampton Roads) Virginia, 
April 15–17, 2010. It will include a visit to the 
Mariners’ Museum, adjacent to the campus. The 
Virginia Forum invites proposals for presenta-
tions on all topics in Virginia history and culture, 
but the Hampton Roads area’s relationship to 
the Atlantic Ocean, Chesapeake Bay, and other 
waterways offers a special opportunity to reflect 
on maritime history and culture. Proposals from 

graduate and undergraduate students conducting 
research in Virginia history are encouraged. The 
Virginia Forum invites proposals for individual 
papers or complete panel sessions, roundtable 
discussions, workshops, poster sessions, or elec-
tronic/multimedia presentations. Proposals for 
individual papers, posters or electronic presenta-
tions should be no more than one page, single-
spaced in standard font. The proposal should 
include a title, the name of the participant(s) and 
his/her affiliation, and an abstract of the presen-
tation that discusses the sources used and the 
significance of the topic presented. Proposals for 
complete panel sessions, workshops, etc., should 
include a one-page description of the overall ses-
sion, as well as a separate, one-page description 
for each individual presentation in the session. 
Additional information is available online at  
www.virginiaforum.org. Deadline is September 15, 
2009.

8th European Conference on Digital Archiving
The International Council on Archives’ (ICA) 
European Regional Branch and the Section on 
Professional Associations, together with the Swiss 
Federal Archives, invite proposals for presenta-
tions at the 8th European Conference on Digital 
Archiving. The conference will be held April 
28–30, 2010 in Geneva, Switzerland. Find infor-
mation on topics, procedures, and deadlines at: 
www.bar.admin.ch/eca2010.
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Waltz Across Texas and Glide Into Austin
Meet your colleagues in Austin, Texas, August 11–16 for the Joint 
Annual Meeting of the Council of State Archivists and the Society 
of American Archivists. You can find the conference schedule and 
online registration form for Sustainable Archives: AUSTIN 2009  
at www.archivists.org. See ya’ll there!

Austin
g

TEXAS  


