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Introduction

UK archivists started using beta version of EAD in 1997 with great
success!

A mixed picture though and EAD implementation and use has varied
In different sectors of the UK archival community

m The National Archives (TNA) (then the Public Record Office
(PRO)

m Local Government — the backbone of UK archival provision!
m Higher Education

m Services offering federated access to catalogues within these
sectors
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Development of ICT and Internet

in 1990’s:
NCA'’s, Archives On-line (1998)
m Archivists see potential of sets goal:
ICT tools for access to _
archives a researcher anywhere in the world
who has access to the Internet
m Government policy argues should be able to contact a
for increased access to common gateway, submit a
archives as part of and single enquiry and receive an
electronic service delivery integrated response, listing the
in public sector relevant source material housed

. . in all UK archive repositories
m Funding available P

especially from National
Lottery



Standards for Archival Description
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON ARCHIVES
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES ARCHIVES

m Standards for archival description
still not universally accepted in the
UK in 1980’s but MAD and
ISAD(G) codify current practice for
full hierarchical finding aids rather
than MARC-AMC records

ISAD(G):
General International Standard Archival
Description

m Different to U.S. experience where .
EAD seen to influence descriptive Z,

Adopted by the Committee on Descriptive Standards

pI’aCtICG as Set Out |n DACS G Stockholm, Sweden, 19-22 September 1999

Ottawa 2000



EAD Advantages
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The Library of Congress » Standards » EAD EAD Official Site Pages v

EAD had many advantages: _
(€0 C

i{ general information

Backaround on EAD development news and articles
Design principles for enhancement of the EAD £AD 2002 Schema Now Available

m Designed to work with ISAD(G) hoting Gt

Other Sites related to EAD EAD 1.0 to 2002 Conversion Tools

{ version 2002 - current ead listserv

[ | Based O n O pe n teCh n ICaI EAD 2002 Schema New! A unmaderated listsery

.. EAD DTD. version 2002 (eadi@loc.gov) is open to developers
. B, e d impl fth d
Stan d ards . I n Itl al Iy SG M L b Ut early EAD Tag Library (with exarples and crosswalks), wversion s?helrr;;irgnegzt;griﬂubettstiﬁﬂ%?n
Compatlblllty Wlth XML and related 1. send email message to;

t e C h n O | O g I e S i version 1.0 (1998) - superseded documentation listserv@loc.gov
g ! i .
T .L\brar vgrspn L0 1995 2, the text of the message should be:
E&D Application Guidelines, version 1.0 {1998} subscribe ead your name

m Not tied to commercial software ¢ tools and eler s st ou e s

& variety of toals and helper files for a number of different Substribe, unsubseribe, or change vour

an d free Iy avai |ab | e $ML authoring and editing applications is available at the seftings 10 the EAD Liefery

Shd EAD Roundtable's Web site, These tools will be kept up
to date with the current versions of the software with which EAD Listsery Sianup Aareement

they are intended to be used:

N Com m Itment .to development and http: /fwww.archivists, org/saagroups/ead
maintenance by international EAD The 54D Docment Type efnion (OTD) b & standrdforsncodin

archival finding aids using Extensible Markup Language (ML), The standard is maintained in the Network Developrient and MARC

WO rki n g G ro u p Standards Office of the Library of Congress (LC) in partnarship with the Socety of American Archivists,

The Library of Conaress # Standards » EAD Contact s
March 13, 2008

View EAD Listsery Archive




Skills, Knowledge and Experience
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Lack of technical, skills, knowledge

and experience overcome by: (RLG
RLG Best Practice Guidelines for

m Askmg the experts Encoded Archival Description
= Working with technical colleagues e SRS
m Developing networks and mutual

support , nationally (EAD / Data

Exchange Group) and

internationally e T
= Training e

Talake 3 £ O e Ly
Table 4:1tem Level, LINKING.......oovvvieniniininncenann 21



Capturing and Standardising Legacy Metadata
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EAD used in process of retro-
conversion of legacy finding
aids: A

>Contactus YHelp >AtoZindex 2 Sitesearch 2 Accessibility

MyPage | Sign in | Register

Research, education & | Search the | Se s for | News | Shop

online exh professionals
You are here: Heme > Search the archives > the Catalogue

m TNA conversion of electronic | Catalogue Qe e s

i Go to reference >

legacy data using EAD to 5
Stan d ard ISe to I SA D (G) fo r the Catalogue contains 10.7 millon descriptions of documents from central 9 New to the catalogue?

government, courts of law and other UK national bodies, including records on Research guides>
family history, medieval tax, criminal trials, UFO sightings, the history of many

i m po rt tO O n | i n e Catal Og u e countries and many other subjects. > More about what's in the catalogue Search the Catalogue >

When you've found a reference, you can:

Sea rch the Cata logue > * visit us to view the records free of charge

* or, request copies to be sent to you for a fee.
You might also want to read the:

bg=i h ti
. ¥ Digitisation projects and availability of records )ﬁasked estions
. ro g ra I I I e = CO nve rS I O n > The National Archives Global Search

> What's new? Read about the latest document releases

of 100,000 finding aids to em— :j::vj:L::_sm
ISAD(G) using EAD template ‘

Optional sign in
i Ticket
i number:

You do not need a reader's ticket to use the catalogue, but if you
do have one, you can use the number on the back to sign in.
Signing in will allow you to use saved searches, bookmarks and
advance ordering.

How do I get a ticket?
You can obtain a reader's ticket only by coming to the National

. Some uruversity arch|ves use Archives in Kew in person, but you can pre-register for one online.
RLG negotiated APEX
conversion service

Surname:

Go>»




Creating and Managing Standardised Metadata
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Different strategies for different
needs: @EB

Online template

Check box if appropriate:

I I I I [ Include subordinate components within this record (this recard will include <dsc> and <c01> elements)
. SO m e u n Ive r_SIty re_pos Ito rl eS [] This data is at a subordinate level (this data forms a <c01> cornpanent of a larger record)
create EAD files with SGML

authoring software and Reposiory Nams (s, Unasty o anghar)
templates

3.1: ldentity Statement Area

3.1.1: Beference Code including NCA Repository Code [required field)

m TNA tests EAD with Core
Executive pilot but develops 142 Ts

hyb ri d SySte m : S Q L Se rver With 3.1.3: Dates of Creation Normalised Date Y'Y
EAD/XML blobs

3.1.5: Extent of Unit of Description

. Local auth O riti eS u Se p rO p ri etary Note: 3.1.4 Level of Description will be generated autormatically for this record, with "fonds” as the default.

integrated databases, especially
CAL M 3.2: Context Area

3.2.1: Name of Creator [also add manually as Access Point]

m Federated services, Archives
Hub and Janus, provide tools
for creation of EAD by
contributors



Presenting Metadata
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Some present EAD files on the
web but:

: Saftluad
m HTML browsers can’t present
SGML so use of plug-ins pﬂﬂ 0 I’EITI] ﬂﬁ‘é’é’

= 1994-95 Synex Information AB

m XML and XSL allow
transformation of EAD/XML files

m EAD Cookbook style-sheets re-
used

m Large files an issue:
m Archives Hub limit to 5mb
m A2A break up
m So PROCAT does not use

EAD for presentation



Searching Metadata
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R Te R ca e Dn sl e o . Sl Gt

] Sear_ching of EAD files initially 7
provided by use of Dynatext and | === 0

» Administrative and Ecclesiastical Archives

qQ A Guide to the contents of Durham University Library
Dynaweb by PRO and some e Alchivig s Speciyl Catisctons

. - - » Ecclesiastical Papers Durham University Library: Archives and Special Collections
university archives kil B palaco Gree
» Literary Manuscripts_Papers and Related M: g:’?gﬂF:N
Manorial Records
(3 norial i England
» Miscelaneous Collediion Telephone: 0191 334 2072
. . - » Music Manuscripts Email: PG.Library@durham.ac.uk
» Oriental Collections URL: http:/iwww.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/index.html
. I n Ce e n I e re n S ra e g I eS » Political Papers http:/flambard.dur.ac.uk/dynaweb/guides/dulasc/ascguide/

» Records of Learned and other Societies ASC Collection Level Descriptions

= A2A: TeXtML now e |
Autonomy and XSL o

m Archives Hub: Cheshire
search engine, Z39.50 and
XSL = ,

.. . ARCEE BRNE ?

m Distributed Archives Hub

provides local search

interface

@ Internet | Protected Mode: On #100% ~



xchanging Metadata
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Browse and

O E AD S e en tO h ave a rol e In d a.ta About Janus " == What's New  Feedback  Useful Links  Research Tools

Home > Janus> Webpsges> Janus Home Page> About Janus
- n = n
exchau 1ge. What the "tidyer” does
Eeaciee e e ey B s 05 3 Grisr 6 e M G
m Government adopts XML it s
Browsa cataloques or
indexas
NCA int P bilit prot |
y e s i i s B e 2 s sy 6 s e e

The tidyer saves a copy of the original file with a .bak extension. To find out exactly what the tidyer did you should compare
this file with the tidyer's output.

Local conventions re use of punctuation in name authorities

-
Im p ort and ex p ort EAD Sorm o) conventions havebeen adted govering he se ofpunuaion n the conetrulon oframe authris: A

About Janus contains:
What the "tidyer” does

it adds a normal form to unitdates which don't have one (this will involve some guesswork);

it fixes the DOCTYPE declaration;

it tweaks whitespace e.q. removing spaces around hyphens;

it fixes several validity problems with EAD produced by Cantab;

it fixes broken XML encodings .. & not samp; or ssupli;

it canonicalizes unitids into the GBR/1234/ABC format;

it performs a number of tweaks to punctuation in name authorities to make them conform to local conventions;
it converts EAD from A2A and Archives Hub, both of which are SGML formats, into something Janus can use.

present, the tidyer will automatically make the following corrections. Contributors are encouraged to note the conventions
Used and construct name authorities accordingly rather than rely on the tidyer.

1. Removes any full stops before the first opening parenthesis, removes commas around dates, and removes
parentheses around words without numbers in them, .. Shakespeare, William. (1564-1616), (playwright)
becomes Shakespeare, William (1564-1616) playwright

Adds an accent to 'nee’.

. Removes a comma after Sir and before a date, i.e. Guinness, Sir, Alec, (1914-2000) knight, actor becomes

. u Guinness, Sir Alec (1914-2000) knight, actor
4. Changes a "1945-" style date into "b 1945", i.«. Clapton, Eric Patrick (1945-) musician becomes Clapton, Er
Patrick (b 1945) musician. And similarly, changes a "-1945" style date into "d 1945", i.e. Patuone, Eruera Ma

. . (-1872) Maori chief becomes Patuone, Eruera Maihi (d 1872) Maori chief
S e rVI Ces th at n O S I n g I e fI aVO u r Of Changes circa into ¢, e.g. "d. circa 1845" becomes " d c 1845"

. . f
~ XHTML
EAD the same so provision o WAL KA WAC cant
tools such Janus’ tidyer

W

oo

Turns “first” into "1st"

@ Internet | Protected Mode: On ®100% ~
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The Future?

Some areas of debate:

More complex data model
describing record series (not
fonds!), creators and
functions/activities and their
relationships

User contributed data for ‘our’
collections and those of
Community Archives

Networking using more
distributed model and exchange
protocols such as Z39.59 and
webs services

Companies
(EAC)

have | [ are the
goals of

Functions
(EAF)

A

comprise| | are performed

to fulfil

A 4

Activities
(EAF)

—— arerelatedto ———»

are created

People
(EAC)

create are created
by

Series
(EAD)

are created
by
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