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The Oliver F. Atkins collection Is the largest photograph
collection In Special Collections & Archives. The Atkins
collection Is used often for reference requests, exhibits, and
class Instruction. The Arthur E. Scott collection contains
subject matter that complements the Atkins collection,
particularly scenes of Washington, D.C., people and events
In the 20th century. The collections were stored In a variety of
ways, Including in filing cabinets, acidic boxes and folders,
and plastic sleeves. The assortment of storage methods and
descriptive schemes resulted in an inefficient and confusing

system for both staff and researchers to locate materials.
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5 No Comments
Prints and Photographs
Althoungh the Oliver F. Afkins Photegraph Collection contains tens of thonsands of prints,
negatives, and slides, thers is also a small amount of papers that consist of handwritten notes,
corraspondence, and caption guidancs forme. These document= assist with identification, such
as the Fn Klux Elan photographs from December 1665 for a Saturday Evening Post story. Many
images were not included in the final story, “Portait of a Flansman,” published in the April g.
1506 issne, including the image balow of a Elavern meeting hall in Ayden, INorth Carclina.
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I'was able to identify the subject and location becanse of the detailed caption gnidance forms
that are filed with the photographs. The captions are what Atkins typed up for the editors at the
Saturday Evening Post and describe almost svery single frame of sach negative strip and are
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