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Abstract: The Performing Arts Collection (PAC) part of Archives and Special
Collections, Queen Elizabeth II Library, Memorial University of Newfoundland, houses a
fantastic array of performing arts posters. This collection (Coll-138) consists of more
than 3000 posters acquired from a variety of sources featuring theatrical and musical
productions, dance performances, benefit concerts, stand-up comedy acts, folk festivals
and other performing arts events held in the province or featuring members of our
community.

In 2010 the PAC began digitizing this dynamic collection and in 2012 the online
collection was launched. Each poster has extensive, keyword searchable, metadata; a
subtle watermark; and a link to the artists’ website.

The PAC is a unique archival collection in that it serves the university community but its
roots are firmly planted in the local arts community. It began in the early 1980’s in
response to concerns voiced by members of the local theatre community about the fate of
the records relating to Newfoundland and Labrador’s performing arts heritage,
specifically those associated with the province’s “cultural renaissance” of the 1960s-
1970’s. The PAC is a tangible reflection of Memorial’s strategic plan, whose three
pillars commit the University and its resources to teaching and learning, research and
public engagement.
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