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Abstract: In February 2013, the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) issued a memorandum 

to the heads of executive departments and agencies in the federal government directing them to develop 

plans promoting open access (OA) to data and publications. The directive applies to any federal agency 

with more than $100 million in annual conduct of research and development (R&D) expenditures. The 

memorandum acknowledges the need for federal agencies to have flexibility in developing and 

implementing plans for data sharing, access, and preservation given the diverse set of disciplines, 

missions, and approaches. At the same time, it identifies some uniform guidelines. Agencies are 

instructed to coordinate their responses and associated plans to minimize the burden and costs associated 

with compliance. 

 

With funding from the Institute for Museum and Library Services (IMLS), the Council on Library and 

Information Resources (CLIR) is carrying out a study of the data curation needs implied by recent open 

access activities.  We are conducting a highly structured content analysis of federal agency plans 

supporting open access to data and publications, identifying both commonalities and differences among 

plans. We are also interviewing leaders of projects recently funded by the IMLS to identify their 

experiences related to data curation needs.  Finally, we will be placing these findings within the context of 

current data curation education offerings, caps and opportunities, as well as elaborating broader 

implications for cultural heritage institutions.  This poster will summarize preliminary results from this 

study and elicit feedback from the audience. 
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