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Abstract: For the past several years L. Tom Perry Special Collections has been gathering statistics of
various aspects of our processes. Our library has a data store of circulation statistics from which various
reports can be run, and we have also kept circulation statistics on our own for the past decade or more.
Since 2012 we have been collecting web analytical data on the use of our finding aids website via Google
Analytics. Recently we have been attempting to take this data to help make more objective, data-driven
decisions, focusing primarily on digitization. We have multiple audiences we are trying to serve, both
those who use collections in-house and those who use our collections from abroad, via our website. This
poster shows our preliminary results of merging these data sets that we have collected over a one-year
period, and how this data can help us make objective digitization decisions. We believe by determining
collections that have the highest use in both in-house and online use will pinpoint the best candidates for
digitization. Further analysis of the data can also help us in making additional decisions, including which
collections may need improved description or an online finding aid, or the effect of digitization on use
over time. One question we also plan to address in the future is the proper way to package this
information to help curators in making data-driven decisions. This project is an example of the

possibilities of using available data to make objective decisions in our institutions.
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