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Abstract: Advancing the archival profession requires active research and development.  The archival 

literature includes several persuasive calls for the importance of research into issues as such user needs 

and the costs/benefits of archival processes.  There has been relatively little emphasis on the role of 

innovative and systematic development in the archival enterprise.  This presentation will articulate the 

opportunities and challenges in this space.  It will draw from experience with several projects, including 

BitCurator, which is packaging, developing and documenting open-source forensics tools for use by 

libraries, archives and museums. I will discuss design decisions that we have made, and ways in which 

archives are incorporating digital forensics tools.  There will be a strong emphasis on the types of lessons 

that only be learned through iterative development of tools and attention to feedback from users of the 

tools.  I'll also discuss potential opportunities for future collaboration and development. 
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