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Abstract: Grand challenges are complex, multifaceted, and widely recognized fundamental
problems with broad applicability and that require extraordinary breakthroughs and the
engagement of multiple areas of expertise to address (National Science Foundation Advisory
Committee for Cyberinfrastructure Taskforce on Grand Challenges, 2011). Recordkeeping is a
fundamental infrastructural component of administrative, economic, scientific, technical, clinical,
educational, governance systems, and evidentiary functions. It is also integral to key societal
processes such as cultural and community sustainability, identity formation, reconciliation and
recovery, and remembering and forgetting. However, the relevance of recordkeeping research and
development to grand challenges has not been widely recognized.

Established in 2008, the Building the Future of Archival Education and Research Initiative
(AERI) convenes annual institutes for faculty and doctoral students from across the U.S. and
worldwide who are engaged in recordkeeping and archival research. Plenary sessions led by Sue
McKemmish at AERI 2011 and 2012 began to identify ways in which such research might
contribute to nationally and internationally identified societal grand challenges. A special AERI
report, to be released in July 2014, outlines the need for such research and development, and
provides examples of broad areas (e.g., organizational transparency and accountability, global
health and well-being, peace and security, environmental sustainability, and human rights and
social justice) where it might make important contributions and the kinds of research questions
that might be pursued. The presenters will review the rationale and contents of the report and
discuss ways in which it is to be disseminated to other fields and funders engaged in grand
challenge research.
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