Access to Archival Content in an Institutional Repository

Evaluating the Digital Arm of the University of Minnesota Archives
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Background
This year marks the 5th anniversary of the University of Minnesota's institutional repository, the University
Digital Conservancy (UDC). Since January 2008, the IR has recorded 1.6 million downloads; 1 million of which

have come from University Archives related content.
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pages have been Working Paper (1.7%)
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*Includes Audio, Book, Book Chapter, Dataset, Learning Object, Image, Manual, Map,
Musical Score, Plan or Blueprint, Preprint, Scholarly Text or Essay, and Video or Animation

Problem

The online description of archival materials does not equal discoverability of their content. This has a two-fold
effect: 1. Searchers do not distinguish between discovery and delivery in their web searches and find it
discordant to experience this disconnect in the library environment.! 2. Born-digital content creators do not

associate the Archives with accessing content online and thus tend to retain information locally creating "little ghe IR preser\:jeS_ ancill prO\lllides gcbceshs to core irysti/tiltiﬁ_rlal |
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These actions have increased our functionality in managing and providing access to digital content, shifted e T N Archives related content accounts for nearly two-thirds of all
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Archives a sought-out partner on-campus that provides solutions and efficiency with which we capture References
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These demonstrated outcomes should prompt archivists to consider the rising expectations of online access

to the C_Ontent of a_rch_ival materials finding that both external audiences and internal partners expect discovery 3. Erway, Ricky. Rapid Capture: Faster Throughput in Digitization of Special Collections. Dublin, OH: OCLC Research. 2011.
and delivery to coincide. http://www.oclc.org/research/publications/library/2011/2011-04.pdf. See also Rapid Capture: Mass Digitization of Special
\ / \\ Collections. Webinar. 27 October 2011. http://www.oclc.org/research/events/20111027rc.pptx. /
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