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Abstract: During the last four years, Desegregation of Virginia Education (DOVE), hosted at Old
Dominion University Libraries, has created a catalog of relevant manuscript collections, school
records, photographs, and pamphlets. Scholars can now find resources on school integration in public
repositories in many areas of the state. More challenging are remote areas for which there is no
known primary or secondary source material on school desegregation. This year DOVE formed a
partnership with NAACP Virginia, AARP Virginia and Urban League of Hampton Roads to gather
oral histories and documents in such areas. The first venue of the partnership’s “School
Desegregation: Learn Preserve and Empower* traveling exhibit was in a multiracial rural community
dependent on farming and fishing on the Eastern Shore, geographically separated from the rest of the
state by the Chesapeake Bay. The existing histories of the area are most telling for the absence of
information on school desegregation or the education of African Americans. In fact, there are almost
no sources on modern education for any children in the region. The DOVE traveling exhibit gathered
documents and oral histories from African American teachers and students who lived through the
Shore’s segregated past. This material will provide a foundation for future investigation by
researchers and expand DOVE’s model for documented undocumented communities.
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