Assessing Need for an Automated
File Format Obsolescence/Endangerment
Notification System for Digital Archives

1. What types of file formats
are digital archives currently
managing?

2. What are the basic needs of
digital archivists in managing
the file format obsolescence/
endangerment problem?

3. What types of tools

can best help digital archives
in sustaining their digital
collections over time?

& This is tha first interview In an
lterative design process,

# Study is comprised of semi-struc-
tured interviews (see generalized
quastions under Data).

= Interviews were transcribed and
analyzed gualitatively using a matrix
analyzation mathod,

= Implications were then made from
these results and are being vsed te
Inform the davelopment of a file
format obsolescence/endangerment
notification system.
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What file formats are you
currently managing?

WAV, M3, Access, dBase, SOL server, HTML, GIF,

JPEG, BMP, PNG, WMY, TIFF WHE MPEG, Realplayer,

POF, Jaea, &SP, £S5, Word, Excel, Powerpoint, sep,
avl, hte, oo inf, mise, php, wml, GI5, Hr SO,
AR, et

For how long ars you Intsnding to
or reguired to preserve the ltems

in your collection?

Imedefinitaly, or
whitdl 1 "Erd of tha Rapaibla™

What aspacts of your digital
objects are most important to

prasares ovar tima?

Varied per institution, collection,
and purpess of the digital objsct.

= 100%: of intersseseas agreed 1hat having an
farmat -

automated Al
mient rotification system inconporated info thair
current work flow would be helpfil

= A& wsaful FySTOMm MUSE SUpESET presenation
arsd pecess 1o digithl object accessiddity for
ar indefsnile Ameant of tame.

# Tha systom will nesd to aSow For indredusl
sottings and controls at the local leval.

= Ctd usedul toods maw:ﬂmm

~—1 Implications li\

(Next Steps )

1 ml univeially acorptimd maris for avanliat-

What measures do you take or
activities do you currently perform
to manage file format obsolescence
in your collection(s)?

“hnulli an lulnm-l'tl:l file format
| wnoe) endangermant
notification system be helpful?

What other tools could
halp you?

Angwers range; “nething yat,”
“sducate dats producers,”
“migrate on ingest”

s

ing fike format

levels mhach i Mexibie

Automatic valdation and autherticy
chicks, AuULDmatic reagration (oot

and apphcable to sach rstitotion's individusl neesds.
!.Lh-hmm‘d.ﬂﬁnm«ﬂlrznmhu—
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