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Abstract: The poster traces a year-long assessment of textiles from the costume, personal effects,
and performing arts collections at the Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center. Collections hold
items such as the Curtain Dress and the Wedding Dress worn by Vivien Leigh in Gone with the
Wind.

The survey, completed in May 2009, evaluates the surface condition and structural integrity of a
range of textile items. The project synthesizes data to extrapolate potential correlations between the
type of damage and the level of severity. The poster also addresses the methodology laid out by a
team of curators and conservators at the HRC, and the evaluation process. The project paves the way
for similar projects at the Ransom Center and helps to preserve its costume and personal effects
collections.
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