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Abstract: There is a recent trend, called convergence, that has compelled many archivists, librarians 
and museum professionals to work together much more than they have in the past. Some have 
claimed that this trend is motivated entirely by digital technology. However, through research in the 
archives of the American Library Association I argue that many of the issues blocking collaboration 
between archivists and librarians have a long historical lineage. An investigation into the often failed 
attempts to find a place for archivists within the American Library Association offers a compelling 
portrait of how archive-library relationships have developed over time. Such an investigation can, in 
turn, offer lessons for individual archivists and for SAA in their attempts to build bridges across 
professional divides in the present. In terms of research methods, this paper offers an example of 
reading archival history through the lens of librarianship. As such, this poster re-thinks archival 
history by focusing not on archives and archivists themselves, but rather by focusing on how archives 
and archivists have been perceived and positioned in other societal venues, in this case within the 
American Library Association. 
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