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What is Open Access (OA)?

“Open access (OA) means free access to information and unrestricted 
use of electronic resources for everyone. Any kind of digital content 
can be OA, from texts and data to software, audio, video, and multi-

media. While most of these are related to text only, a growing number 
are integrating text with images, data, and executable code. OA can 
also apply to non-scholarly content, like music, movies, and novels.”

UNESCO Open Access Publications, https://en.unesco.org/open-access/what-open-access



What is the Open Access Tracking Project?

Mission: to “create real-time alerts for O[pen] A[ccess]-related 
developments” and to “organize knowledge of the field, by tag or 

subtopic, for easy searching and sharing . . . in every academic field and 
region of the world.”

Open Access Tracking Project, https://cyber.harvard.edu/hoap/Open_Access_Tracking_Project





The Problem: Dynamic Websites

“Dynamic websites contain Web pages that are generated in real-time. 
. . . Most large websites are dynamic since they are easier to maintain 
than static websites. This is because static pages each contain unique 
content, meaning they must be manually opened, edited, and 
published whenever a change is made. Dynamic pages, on the other 
hand, access information from a database. Therefore, to alter the 
content of a dynamic page, the webmaster may only need to update a 
database record.”

TechTerms, https://techterms.com/definition/dynamicwebsite



Research, Part 1: Archive-It
Brozzler:Heritrix:

WARC

WARC
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Research, Part 2: Dataverse



Research, Part 2: Dataverse



Conclusion: Good Options, But…

Preserves Look and Feel
Doesn’t Provide Access to Data

Provides Access to Data
Doesn’t Preserve Look and Feel

Archive-It Dataverse Other Cons

• Prohibitive Cost
• Preserving Overlapping 

Content
• User Confusion



Solution?

Id Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4

1 Information Information Information Information

2 Information Information Information Information

3 Information Information Information Information

Id Column A Column B Column C

1 Information Information Information

2 Information Information Information

3 Information Information Information

Id Column A Column B Column C

1 Information Information Information

2 Information Information Information

3 Information Information Information

• Prevents Unnecessary 
Costs

• Preserves Content in 
One Place

• Prevents User Confusion
• Potentially Saves Space
• Provides Backup Options

Pros



Thank You

• Dr. Peter Suber, Director, Harvard Open Access Project and Founder of 
OATP

• Dr. Irene Pasquetto, University of Michigan School of Information
• Lori Donovan, Archive-It
• Julian Gautier and Sonia Barbosa, Dataverse (and all the other 

Dataverse folks!)
• Sebastian Diaz, Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society
• Skip Kendall, Harvard Archives
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