
Preserving Podcasts: 
An Institutional Repository 

Pilot Project
Erik Moore and Valerie Collins

University of Minnesota

SAA Research Forum 

July 28, 2021



Institutional podcasts



Institutional podcasts as university 
records
"Because most of the podcasting content focuses on classroom 
lectures, outreach, and student recruitment, the content falls 
mostly under the following functions: confer credentials, convey 
knowledge, sustain the institution, and provide public service…

Podcasts represent a new way to document this function."

–Alexis A. Antracoli (2010) "Podcasts in the Archives: Archiving Podcasting Content at the University of Michigan," Society of American 
Archivists Campus Case Studies, Case 12, https://www2.archivists.org/publications/epubs/Campus-Case-Studies.



Lecture Series - University of Michigan

Systematic effort to 
ingest as an 
electronic record

Lecture series as an 
institutional podcast 
documenting a 
function of the 
university



Trajectory - University of Massachusetts Amherst

Student services 
produced podcast 
documents another 
function of the 
institution—fostering 
socialization



Institutional podcasts as serial publications

Episodic podcasts are a 
serial publication with 
informational value 
leveraging the expertise 
of the academic 
program to engage the 
community.



Podcast response to a pandemic

This episode from the student newspaper’s podcast documents the halt 
of both print production (still ongoing) and podcasting (now resumed)





Number of episodes

(Average)

Minimum: 2

Max: 163

Average: 19



Episode release schedule

    31.4% weekly
    31.4% occasionally
    22.9% monthly
    11.4% new episodes no 

longer produced
2.9% more than once a
week



Access to the digital audio files

    55.6% audio files available 
online

    30.6% audio files saved to 
cloud

    13.9% audio files not 
online but available on
local network



Gathering files and metadata



Gathering files and metadata





Keeping up with a moving target
Through January-March 2021, we uploaded the 752 episodes 
from 23 podcasts for which we had gathered metadata and 
files. This represented the full run of those series, at the time.



Keeping up with a moving target
Through January-March 2021, we uploaded the 752 episodes 
from 23 podcasts for which we had gathered metadata and 
files. This represented the full run of those series, at the time.

...but 6 of these podcasts actively produce new episodes on a 
weekly basis



Initial observations on use

Episodes that cover high-profile current events are being 
downloaded

Transcripts are more likely to be downloaded than the 
audio file



Some closing thoughts



Thank you!

Questions? 

Contact us at 
moore144@umn.edu


