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AUTHORITY WORK

 “it deals with the formation and recording of authorized heading forms in catalog records”  

 “Headings must not only be consistent, they must also be unique.”

Maxwell’s Guide to Authority Work, 2002



AUTHORITY FILES

 A separate record of decisions made during authority work, 
particularly on authorized headings. 

 Records contain information that helps catalogers identify the 
entity being described, justifies the choice and form of heading 

NBC News, Fats Domino, New Orleans Rock Pioneer and Piano Prodigy Dies at 
89



THE DEBATE: 2018



MARC FIELDS

 370 – Associated Place

 371 – Address

 372 – Field of Activity
 373 – Associated Group
 374 – Occupation
 375 – Gender

 376 – Family Information

 377 – Associated Language

 378 – Fuller Form of Personal Name



372 – FIELD OF ACTIVITY

372 – Field of Activity

 Person: a field of endeavor, area 
of expertise, etc. in which the 
person is engaged or was 
engaged.

 Corporate body: a field of 
business in which the corporate 
body is engaged, its area of 
competence, responsibility, 
jurisdiction, etc. 

 Repeat if the entity has multiple 
fields of activity for different time 
periods.

373 – Associated Group

 Information about a group, 
institution, association, etc., 
that is associated with the 
entity in the 1xx. This can 
also be a group with which a 
person is or has been 
affiliated, including dates of 
affiliation. 

 Repeat if the person has 
multiple affiliations for 
different time periods. 

374 – Occupation

 Information about the 
profession or occupation in 
which a person works or 
has worked, including dates 
applicable.

 Repeat if the person has 
multiple occupations for 
different time periods.
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wisser@simmons.edu
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