
Introduction/Problem Statement: The poster 
presentation (a work in progress) examines the 
complex roles of archives in shaping and 
contributing to colonial studies in medical and 
health science fields and applies critical discourse 
theory to explore the power structures of medical 
libraries and their collections including archives in 
placing and reinforcing imperial values and 
priorities over human dignity.

Through colonial practices and experiences, 
scientists created biological classifications based 
on race and fostered a racial hierarchy scheme. 
Transylvania Medical Journal (1818–1862), 
Charleston Medical Journal and Review (1848-
1877), and The New Orleans Medical and Surgical 
Journal (1844-1973) are examples of journals that 
were collected, disseminated and studied, 
particularly by white southerners prior to the 
American Civil War. Along with medical archives, 
these journals contained reflections and 
assumptions by physicians for historical research. 

• Visuals and texts reflecting racial science are 
problematic. Using such historical content for 
research and teaching has sparked ongoing 
debates regarding medical ethics and 
humanities in the medical library community.

• How to best engage in teaching ethics in the 
fields of archival science and medical 
librarianship to infuse critical pedagogy? 

Content analysis and historical research were 
applied to examine primary sources and scholarly 
works on medical archives.

Critical Discourse Theory (CDT): Using CDA as a 
method to critique relationships and structures of 
language and power and access in medicine 
through racial divisions. In response to eugenics 
and “racial science” as “expert knowledge” and 
“medical authorities.” The archives reveal the 
process of gathering, describing and classifying 
medical texts to be consumed. Critical discourse 
analysis: texts are collected, described, 
disseminated, transferred and preserved as 
foundational knowledge in medical libraries. 

When thinking of archival sciences, particularly in 
medical field, we need to think more about power 
and attribution in the process. 

Research Method 
• Acts of collecting, researching, classifying, 

comparing, and preserving data while 
colonizing.
• “Colonialism is literally a health hazard” from 

Public Health in Papua New Guinea: Medical 
Possibility and Social Constraints (1984).
• “Transformation in the [medical] field is 

dependent on colonialism, creating new social 
status and hierarchy in society” (Headrick, D. 
& Headrick R., 1994),
• As a result, colonial health data fortified 

medical texts and archives that are studied, 
classified, produced, authoritative, and 
disseminated.
• Advancing knowledge in medicine were made 

at the expense of vulnerable populations and 
colonized bodies.
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Figure 1. A collection of primary documents, 
catalogs and secondary sources on the history of 
medicine and empire building at the New York 
Academy of Medicine 


